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We want Québec  
to be the mega-hub  
of transatlantic trade.
Philippe Couillard
Premier of Québec 

From the Great Lakes to the Gulf, the St. Lawrence River covers  
a distance of 3,200 km and provides unique, direct access  
to the heart of North America. 

More than 70% of Québec’s population 
lives in the St. Lawrence Valley.  
A significant proportion of businesses  
are also located there, many of which 
rely on maritime transport to take 
advantage of this geographically  
strategic access to domestic and 
international markets.

The northern portion of Québec’s 
maritime territory is more than  
2,700 km long, leading to a region  
that will be experiencing exceptional 
growth in the coming years as another 
major Government of Québec initiative 
—the Plan Nord—is put into action.

The St. Lawrence is the most significant 
waterway in North America and is the 
shortest route between Europe and the 
American Midwest. It also provides easy 
access to northeastern North America,  
with a consumer base of 135 million 
people within a 1,000 km radius of 
Montréal.
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The Maritime Strategy is an ambitious,  
visionary plan that will enable us to develop  
the St. Lawrence River, a resource with  
boundless development opportunities.  

The key gateway  
to North America  

strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca



A strategic 
place to 
invest 
The Maritime Strategy 
places Québec  
at the crossroads  
of major changes that are 
on the horizon in terms  
of maritime transport. 

The signing of the Canada and 
European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA), combined with the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), is providing 
Québec with an opportunity to 
position itself as an import and 
export hub between Europe and 
North America, an area with a 
consumer base of 475 million 
people.

The Maritime Strategy will play 
a key role in the development 
of the Plan Nord by facilitating 
access to the territory and 
maritime infrastructure. 
Québec’s expertise and its  
skills in transport in northern 
settings will be applied to  
their full potential.

intermodal  
transport 
infrastructure : 
The cornerstone  
in the development  
of international trade  
in North America

Québec boasts a highly efficient  
multi-modal network: 

A strategic port system that includes the ports  
of Montréal, Trois-Rivières, Bécancour, Québec City, 
and Sept-Îles.

A road network connected to the ports and to 
the Canadian and American (Interstate) highway 
systems.

Three rail networks—Canadian Pacific (CP), 
Canadian National (CN), and CSX Transportation.

Access to five border crossings through which most 
trucks travelling to or from the United States pass—
Windsor-Detroit, Niagara-Fort Erie, Sarnia, Lacolle, 
and Lansdowne.

Three international airports—Montréal, Québec,  
and Montréal-Mirabel.

The Government of Québec is committed to :

Establishing logistical hubs in the Greater Montréal region to create a business environment 
conducive to private investments in logistics and transport activities, thus making it a go-to 
destination in North America.

Ensuring the complementarity of rail and road infrastructure with port zone development 
projects, and establishing conditions conducive to a logistics chain that reduces transport costs 
for importers and exporters.

strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca
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Targeted logistical hubs

Aware of its tremendous growth potential  
in international trade, Québec plans to become 
a key link in the logistics chain of transit cargo 
destined, in particular, for the American Northeast’s 
main markets, and to provide added value 
generated through Québec’s labour force and 
know-how.

With its Maritime Strategy, the Government  
is focusing on the development of logistical 
hubs that will satisfy specific needs or markets 
and thus become a key destination in North 
America. These large multi-modal industrial 
parks will offer transshipment and consolidation 
activities as well as services related to customs 
and financial transactions, handling, research and 
development, and the integration of information 
and communications technologies.

The goal is simple: to offer a business environment 
conducive to private investment in activities 
related to transport and logistics. To do so, the 
Maritime Strategy provides for the establishment of 
distribution centres for international firms in  
the manufacturing and retail sectors.

Industrial port zones  
for businesses

Québec has a world-class strategic 
commercial port system. As part of 
its Maritime Strategy, Québec would 
like to develop an approach based on 
industrial port zones, which offer a real 
competitive advantage to businesses, 
to maximize the economic potential  
of its maritime territory.

Businesses will be located close to 
production sites, related industries,  
and maritime, rail, and road 
infrastructure, thus enabling the fast 
and efficient shipment of goods and 
equally fast and efficient reception 
of raw materials. In this way, they will 
benefit from greater synergy between 
maritime industries and related 
industries, such as manufacturing, 
processing, etc.

A maritime economy  
with strong potential

strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca



A source of heritage and cultural wealth

Québec’s maritime territory is brimming with diverse ecosystems that are a source  
of great ecological, cultural, and heritage wealth. Québec relies on two basic principles 
to ensure the longevity of its resources—a planned, integrated approach and a 
sustainable development perspective.

The Government of Québec is aiming to reach the international target  
of conserving marine environments by designating 10% of the marine territory  
as marine protected areas.

Maritime transport is a forward-looking option as it is an alternative mode of 
transportation that emits less greenhouse gas than other methods. The Government 
of Québec is planning to take advantage of this new reality by respecting the most 
stringent international safety requirements. To this end, the Maritime Strategy 
provides for the creation of a Québec centre of expertise specialized in environmental 
emergency prevention, preparedness, and response, that will enable it to improve  
risk management related to the maritime transport of hydrocarbons and other 
hazardous materials.

Research and innovation: Spearheading the Maritime Strategy

Québec has a vast network of well-established, world-renowned French-  
and English-language institutions working in research and innovation.  
The Maritime Strategy will foster opportunities for international collaboration  
to maximize the economic impact of interdisciplinary projects, for sharing expertise, 
and for training a highly skilled workforce.
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Protection of the maritime 
territory and its ecosystems

strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca



7

The maritime territory  
as a lever for economic, 
environmental, and social wealth

Communities: At the heart  
of the Maritime Strategy

The active involvement of communities  
in implementing the Maritime Strategy  
and social acceptability are key factors  
in the success of this ambitious,  
innovative approach.

The Government of Québec will rely  
on a relationship of ongoing dialogue  
and trust to promote the support  
of the communities concerned  
to the Maritime Strategy.

Many communities, including  
the Aboriginal nations of  
Northern Québec and those living  
in isolated and insular areas, depend  
on maritime access to ensure access  
to basic supplies, promote  
economic growth, and further  
social development. 

A unique and varied  
tourist offering

Over the past few years,  
the international cruise industry  
has undergone rapid growth and  
the St. Lawrence River is well-positioned 
to become a world-class tourist 
destination. To this end, the Government 
of Québec supports initiatives conducive 
to the development of a niche for cruise 
excursions, marine wildlife observation, 
and visits to the natural and heritage  
sites that Québec is known for.

strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca



 

The maritime Strategy:  
A vision for the future
Québec’s Maritime Strategy affirms the intrinsically intertwined nature 
of the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development and relies on:

A planned,  
integrated approach  
that calls upon  
the different levels  
of government and  
on civil society  
as a whole.

The conclusion  
of international alliances  
to enable stakeholders 
from Québec and 
elsewhere connected to 
the maritime sector to join 
forces, to develop, and to 
share expertise and  
best practices.

A financial framework  
of more than $1.5 billion 
over 5 years and total 
investments of more  
than $9 billion over  
the next 15 years.
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Now more than ever, Québec is ready to offer its collaborators rapidly evolving 
expertise, state-of-the-art infrastructure, and a vast economic market  
that is constantly growing.

Québec invites all investors and stakeholders from the industry, government, education, 
and research sectors to join it in building a most worthwhile partnership. 

For more information on the Maritime Strategy, visit 
strategiemaritime.gouv.qc.ca.


