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I hope you are all well. I am pleased to say that, in spite of the prevailing
circumstances of uncertainty, this edition of Québec Culture is filled with
a range of fantastic cultural events, both virtuel and présentiel, taking
place across our territory over the next few months. Almost all of the key
artistic sectors are represented; this is a testament to the resilience of our
Québec artists and of the local partners with whom they collaborate.

You may have noticed that our brochure has a new look! This redesign
showcases Québec’s new image de marque, a new international visual
identity that unites all of the Québec government’s actions and programmes under one exciting brand
that emphasises Québec’s innovative spirit and creative flair.
This August, Québec artists will be presented as part of a collective virtual presence at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe. This initiative, entitled Québec@EdFringe and launched by our office in partnership
with Assembly Festival and Showcatcher.com, aims to replicate the experience of participating in the
Fringe, whether as a performer or member of the public, from the comfort and safety of your own
home. Please see page 4 for further details.
In November, COP26 will take place in Glasgow. This forum is undeniably an important one for the
global community, representing an unmissable occasion for leaders to take collective action against
climate change. For a long time, Québec artists have found unique and innovative ways to reflect and
refract the challenges posed by climate change, as well as broader questions related to our natural
environment, and to relate these to the public. We are currently working with Québec artists and
local partners to organise panels inspired by these questions. These discussions will certainly be as
inspiring as they are informative, as many are actively reflecting on more sustainable artistic practices.
My team and I would be delighted to hear from you about any ideas or plans you may have to collaborate
with Québec artists, or to answer any questions you may have.
Take care,
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PERFORMING ARTS
NEED TO TRAVEL MORE
“Emergency funding is changing
the arts, even in parts of the world
that don’t have this privilege”
I work for Performing Arts Hub Norway (PAHN), the Norwegian
export office that promotes our performing arts abroad. In a
post-Covid era, new funding structures seem to aim at more
regional touring. This is a sensible choice for now; however,
in my opinion, the touring arts network is an ecosystem that
depends on all stems being healthy. International touring
feeds the artists and companies; it is essential to keeping
the local infrastructures alive back home. If theatres die in
South America, or if festivals disappear in Asia, where are
our European companies going to tour?
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Sustainable touring/residencies are the future, and they
could be the silver lining of these troubled times. Recovery
grants help, but they’re not in place everywhere. We need
to remember that we are all part of a greater international
community. My slogan: Performing arts need to travel more!
We just need to get those electric planes in the air…

© Elias Djemi-Mattassov

© Dominique Soulard

Dear partners and friends,

Geir Lindahl
Cover:
SarahCover:
Berthiaume, Nyotaimori
© Lataa
Chloë
Lisää
Lum
Kuvia
and(see
Yannick
p.8) Desranleau

Adviser for Performing Arts Hub Norway
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A virtual showcase of Québec shows at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe
6-30 August

www.showcatcher.com/quebec
4

Igloofest
© Elias Djemi-Mattassov
© Tourisme Montréal / Charles Prot | Photo prise avant la pandémie

For the first time in its history, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe has allowed artists to register events in
their official programme without a physical location. To support this initiative, the Québec Government
Office in London has gathered all the virtual events from Québec under the showcase banner of
Québec@EdFringe. This virtual presence is hosted on Showcatcher.com and run in association with
Assembly Festival. This project is possible thanks to the support of the Ministère de la Culture et des
Communications du Québec and the Conseil des Arts du Québec. Visit the link below from August 6th
to discover the Québec artists featured in the showcase.

© Elias Djemi-Mattassov

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

QUÉBEC@EDFRINGE
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6-30 August

C venues will be showing two Québec shows as part of their virtual festival this year:

Still Life is an in-situ theatrical performance
combining movement, text and video, featuring
two women and two couches. In a seemingly
banal and everyday space, the performers invent
a clumsy, surreal universe, thereby offering a
playful and absurd look at the world around us.

House of Gahd
Why, Gahd, WHY?
Who could have foreseen all of this – a world
in chaos? The Gahds! Mistresses of drag, camp,
and drama; using mystic tools and ancient arts
to conjure a new, life-altering cabaret! Prepare
to sacrifice yourself upon the glamorous and
ridiculous altar of pop-culture. Down which
path will the tarot guide you?

https://cthefestival.com n www.facebook.com/Projet.Still.Life n houseofgahd.com
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Claude Breton-Potvin & Chantal Dupuis

© Matt
Elias Djemi-Mattassov
Ayotte

Claude Breton-Potvin &
Chantal Dupuis
Still Life

© Guillaume
Elias Djemi-Mattassov
Langlois

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

QUÉBEC @ C VENUES DIGITAL FESTIVAL

House of Gahd
7
7

THEATRE

SARAH BERTHIAUME
Nyotaimori
18 September-9 December
Tampereen Työväen Teatteri
Tampere, Finland

Actress and playwright Sarah Berthiaume’s play Nyotaimori, named after the Japanese tradition of
eating sushi from the prone body of a naked woman, examines the modern day work ethic.

www.ttt-teatteri.fi
8

© Lataa Lisää Kuvia

Berthiaume graduated as an actor from the Lionel-Groulx Theatre Program in 2007. The first play
she wrote, Le déluge après (The Flood Thereafter), was awarded the Égrégore prize in 2006 and
selected by the SACD for a public reading at the prestigious Festival d’Avignon. Sarah has written
numerous other plays, including Disparitions, Villes Mortes, P@ndora, and Yukonstyle. She is
the co-founder of Abat-Jour Théâtre, and a writer for Télé-Québec’s show, Tactik.

Sarah Berthiaume
9
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DANCE

Where I Call Home
23-27 November
Rose Lipman Building
London, UK

THEATRE

MARC-ANTOINE CYR

© Courtesy of Foreign Affairs

Foreign Affairs theatre company – which champions and amplifies international voices in
the UK theatre industry – presents the English language premiere of Where I Call Home by Québec
playwright Marc-Antoine Cyr. Originally from Montréal, Cyr studied at the National Theatre School
of Canada, graduating in 2000. He has written fifteen plays, including several for children and young
adults. In 2019-2020, Where I Call Home was nominated for the Sony Labou Tansi Prize, a French prize
specific to young readers.

10

www.foreignaffairs.org.uk
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25 November
British Film Institute
London, UK

The Québec Government Office in London is delighted to present its Québec Annual Lecture.
Discover one of Québec’s greatest creators, Robert Lepage: dramaturg, director, actor and founder
of both Ex Machina and the Théâtre Le Diamant. The Québec Annual Lecture regularly showcases
the excellency and creativity of a remarkable Québec personnality, in Québec and internationally.
Not to be missed!

Québec.ca/londres
12

© Rolex/Thomas Laisné

THEATRE

QUÉBEC ANNUAL LECTURE WITH ROBERT LEPAGE

Robert Lepage
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CIRCUS

THE 7 FINGERS
Passagers
21 September-12 October
Various venues in the UK (see website for more details)

Dance Consortium presents the first UK tour for eleven years by québécois contemporary circus
trailblazers The 7 Fingers – one of the first international companies to visit the UK this year.
In Passagers, a colourful and diverse group of strangers meet onboard a train where they get to
know each other, share their stories and reveal their emotional states through virtuoso acrobatics,
contemporary dance, narrative, song and original music.

www.the7fingers.co.uk
14

© Emmanuel Burriel

After performing with some of the world’s best contemporary circus companies including Cirque
du Soleil, The 7 Fingers’ seven founders set up the collective in 2002. Their mission is to redefine
circus, strip the spectacle down to its thrilling essence and fuse it with dance, theatre, multimedia,
music and storytelling. Since then, the company has gained a reputation for telling human stories
with life-enhancing theatricality, warmth and humour.

The 7 Fingers
15
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DANCE

FRÉDÉRICK GRAVEL
But Then, We’ll Disappear (I’d Prefer Not To)
10 September-23 October
Various venues in Norway (visit website for details)

Frédérick Gravel is known for turning the structures of choreography upside down and often
includes elements of rock and performance art in his expression. His background is from the vibrant
arts community in Montréal, and he has established himself as one of the foremost exponents
of the new Canadian dance art.

www.carteblanche.no
16

© Bent René Synnevåg / Carte Blanche

This show is co-produced by Bergen International Festival and produced by Carte Blanche –
The Norwegian National Company of Contemporary Dance.

Frédérick Gravel
17
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DANCE

ÉMILE PINEAULT
Hard Waves
25-27 November
Dansens Hus
Stockholm, Sweden

In Hard Waves, Québec artist Émile Pineault and John Simon Wiborn attempt to map male desires.
The two bodies try to erase their boundaries and become one.

www.dansenshus.se n www.emilepineault.com
18

© Dainius Putinas

Pineault is a choreographer, dancer and acrobat. Since 2018, his work was shown among other
places at OFFTA, Festival Le Castrum, New Baltic Dance, Silence Festival, Biennale Parcours Danse,
Stockholm University of the Arts and fabrik Potsdam / Made in Potsdam.

Émile Pineault
19
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MUSIC

“Finley has long been recognized as a recitalist
of rare versatility, a concert artist of the first rank and
an opera singer of distinction in a broad repertory” –

GERALD FINLEY
23 August

The New York Times

Edinburgh International Festival
Old College Quad, University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh, UK

Montréal-born baritone Gerald Finley is a singer of rare distinction and commanding character.
Joined by his regular recital partner, pianist Julius Drake, Finley performs distinctive works by two
of the masters of Romantic song, Schubert and Schumann. His performance will be a powerful
recital based around verse by German poet Heinrich Heine, moving through love, desire and loss.

www.eif.co.uk n www.geraldfinley.com
20

© Sim Canetty-Clarke

Finley is one of the leading singers and dramatic interpreters of his generation, performing at
the world’s major opera and concert venues in a wide variety of repertoire. Awards include
a Grammy for Best Opera Recording 2012 and Best Solo Vocal Recording for his CD of Britten Songs
at the 2011 Classic FM Gramophone Awards.

Gerald Finlay
21
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DANCE

Unfollow the Rules
6-27 October
Various venues in the UK (see website for details)

MUSIC

RUFUS WAINWRIGHT

Rufus Wainwright
22

© Tina Tyrell

Affectionately referred to by Elton John as “the greatest songwriter on the planet” and praised by
the New York Times for his “genuine originality”, Montréal’s Rufus Wainwright has established himself
as one of the great male vocalists and songwriters of his generation. Wainwright returns to Europe
with his Unfollow the Rules tour.

www.rufuswainwright.com
23

MUSIC

LE VENT DU NORD
Territoires
14-24 October
Various venues in the UK (see website for details)

www.leventdunord.com
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© Stephane Najman

With over 2,000 concerts under their belt, Le Vent du Nord is now presenting Territoires, a show
based on their tenth album. The group’s vast repertoire draws from both traditional sources and
original compositions, while enhancing its soulful music (rooted in the Celtic diaspora) with a broad
range of global influences.

Le Vent du Nord
25
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DANCE

24 October-5 November
Various venues in the UK and Denmark (see website for details)

MUSIC

SUUNS

SUUNS
26

© Will Lew

Montréal outfit SUUNS have been around for thirteen years and toured all corners of the world.
SUUNS’ fifth full-length album The Witness – their first for Joyful Noise Recordings – once again
marks a shrewdly offbeat left turn. It was self-recorded and self-produced over the course of 2020 –
a year of strife, solitude and reflection.

www.suuns.net
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MUSIC

MARIE DAVIDSON & L’ŒIL NU
5 November
Iceland Airwaves
Reykjavík, Iceland

www.icelandairwaves.is
28

© Jocelyn MIchel

Across many years, Icelandic music festival Iceland Airwaves has fostered a strong relationship
with québécois artists. This year is no exception, with Marie Davidson & L’Œil Nu performing
this November. Marie Davidson, Pierre Guerineau and Asaël R. Robitaille share many things in
common, each of them making waves in electronic and experimental corners of music; however,
they are also devotees of classic pop songwriting. A trio of old friends and long-time musical
collaborators, they often work together, for labels like DFA, Cititrax, Holodeck, Orange Milk and
Mind Records.

Marie Davidson & L’Œil Nu
29
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DIGITAL ARTS

MYRIAM BOUCHER
LITTORAL
Creative Residency

World Premiere

9-23 August

24 August

Université de Montréal

Cinquième Salle de la Place des Arts

Montréal, Canada

A new audiovisual performance combining sculptural objects, sound and light, LITTORAL explores
concepts concerned with rising sea levels and the accelerating effects of climate change. Fusing
the virtual and the real, the physical and the imaginary, québécois artist, Myriam Boucher and the UK’s
Kathy Hinde perform live with objects, field recordings, lights, lenses and water. This is a CrypticMUTEK Commission and a beneficiary of the QC-UK Connections Programme (British Council &
Québec Government).

www.cryptic.org.uk n www.myriamboucher.com
30

© Courtesy of the artist

Boucher’s polymorphic work explores the intimate dialogue between music, sound and image.
Inspired by natural phenomena, she merges the organic and the synthetic in her mesmerizing
video-music installations, immersive projects and audiovisual performances. Elements in her spinetingling work move in synchronization with waves of sound, and very fluidly shift from solid to liquid,
fragment to flood, plastic to plasmic.

Myriam Boucher
31
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Manikanetish
Translation by François-Éric Grodin
Denmark

School teacher Yammie returns to the Canadian Innu reservation on which she grew up, fifteen years
after leaving it. Working at Manikanetish (Petite Marguerite) High School, she tells the stories of life
with her students. A rare voice from the reservation that you seldom hear.
A member of the Innu nation from Uashat, Québec, Naomi Fontaine’s debut novel Kuessipan received
an honourable mention from the Prix des cinq continents de la francophonie in 2012. Her second
novel, Manikanetish, was originally published in 2017 and was a shortlisted finalist for the Governor
General’s Award for French-language fiction at the 2018 Governor General’s Awards. The novel has
now been translated into Danish by François-Éric Grodin and published by Forlaget Republik.

www.republik.dk
32

© L. Leblanc

LITERATURE

NAOMI FONTAINE

Naomi Fontaine
33
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LITERATURE

MARIANNE DUBUC
L’École to School
Edinburgh International Book Festival
11 August
Edinburgh, UK

What happens when a book gets translated? How do words and pictures travel from one language
into another? Who are the people involved in the book’s journey? Follow this adventure every step of
the way, from the artist’s imagination in Québec to the shelves of a UK children’s bookshop! This event
will lift the lid on creative choices and practical challenges as we take a look at how award-winning
writer and illustrator Marianne Dubuc’s picture book, 1, 2, 3... à L’École, became Ready, Steady, School!
Discover how many people it really takes to publish a book in translation. The presentation will be
followed by a live talk and Q&A with the author Marianne Dubuc, translator Sarah Ardizzone, and
Greet Pauwelijn from Marianne’s UK publisher, Book Island.

www.edbookfest.co.uk n www.mariannedubuc.com
34

© Courtesy of the artist

This event has been supported by the Québec Government Office in London.

Marianne Dubuc
35
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TV5MONDEplus is the French-language video on-demand platform, available everywhere,
anytime, for free! Enjoy a vast variety of films, series, documentaries, kids TV, magazines
and more. Available on all your devices, via the application or www.tv5mondeplus.com.

DOCUMENTARIES
Ciao Plastique

ENTERTAINMENT

KIDS AND FAMILY

MAGAZINES

Les Chefs !

Following in the daily life of a Québec
family who decided to live without
plastic. Whether organising a birthday
party, buying school supplies, going
on holiday or having friends over
for dinner, the most ordinary tasks
become an epic saga!

(season 8-10)

Québec profond

Vu de l’intérieur

Each summer, Geneviève and Patrick
leave Montréal to settle on the banks
of the Saint-Lawrence. They reveal
the incredible wealth of these
undersea beauties and hope to show
that they deserve looking after.

An overview of the Canadian art
of living! Sophie Bérubé offers
reports on unusual places and
the world’s finest hotels.

Twelve cooks compete to join
the elite of Québec’s new culinary
generation.

(season 4)

Conseil de famille

Mehdi et Val

Pastel Fluo

At 13, Clovis enters the world of
the teenager. To let off steam,
he creates his YouTube channel in
order to talk about the ups
and downs of his everyday life.

Mehdi and Valerie travel by magic
between our era and the Middle
Ages. A saga full of surprises!

Following the quest of a mother
who, following the death of her son,
decides to give meaning to her life
and meets people who dare to live
and think differently.

© All photos courtesy of TV5Monde

CINEMA AND TELEVISION
36

QUÉBEC ON TV5MONDE

TV SERIES

Jo pour Jonathan

Napoléon en apparté

Aniksha

Les Pays d’en Haut

Claire et les vieux

Les Fleuristes

Jonathan has grown up in the
shadow of his big brother, Thomas.
One evening they participate in
an illegal car race. They never
cross the finishing line...

A young accountant named
Napoléon tries to seduce a young
woman named Joséphine. A playful
romantic comedy set in the heart
of Québec.

Aniksha is a young woman from
the Indo-Mauritian diaspora. She
questions the choice of a traditional
or modern lifestyle.

(season 4)

(mini series)

A journey to rural Québec
in the late 19th century
against a backdrop of
challenges posed by the
colonisation of this faraway
land, collusion between
the church and politicians
and the difficult living
conditions of the day.

After a distress call to
save her drug-addicted
mother, 9 year-old Claire
is taken into care by social
services. She finally ends
up being looked after by
her grandmother Pauline,
who lives in a residence for
the elderly.

Finding things rather
difficult at the beginning
of his career as a standup comic, young Walid
Bensalem agrees to work
for his uncle Akmar, florist.
His aim: to be signed-up
by Sarah Schwartz’s talent
agency, the best
in Québec.

Insights you
can act on
Founded in Quebec in 1976, CGI is now
among the largest IT and business
consulting services firms in the world.
We are insights-driven and outcomesbased to help clients accelerate returns
on their investments. Across hundreds
of locations worldwide, we provide
comprehensive, scalable and sustainable
IT and business consulting services that
are informed globally and delivered locally.
Find out more at:
www.cgi.com
CGI is honoured to
support Quebec culture.
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© Elias Djemi-Mattassov

CINEMA

© All photos courtesy of TV5Monde

CINEMA AND TELEVISION
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QUÉBEC ON TV5MONDE (CONTINUED)

FESTIVALS & EVENTS IN QUÉBEC 2021-2022
Each year, Québec hosts over 400 festivals and cultural events. Those presented below all welcome
international delegates and industry professionals. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some festivals might
be moved entirely online or proceed in a hybrid format including both online and physical activities.

22-27 March 2022
Regard sur le court métrage
au Saguenay

15-27 March 2022
Festival international du film
sur l’art

July 2022 (exact dates TBC)
Montréal Complètement Cirque
www.montrealcompletementcirque.com

2022 (exact dates TBC)
IX 2022

www.ridm.ca

Art film

www.artfifa.com

Shorts

www.festivalregard.com

International symposium
on immersive experiences

www.ix.sat.qc.ca

Montréal Complètement
Cirque

OFFTA

6-10 April 2022
Salon du livre de Québec
www.silq.ca

April-May 2022 (exact dates TBC)
Metropolis Bleu
www.bluemetropolis.org

30 May-5 June 2022
Festival de la poésie de Montréal
www.festivaldelapoesiedemontreal.com

4-11 August 2021
Montréal First Peoples Festival
www.presenceautochtone.ca

29 October-14 November 2021
Arab World Festival of Montréal
www.festivalarabe.com

ELEKTRA
www.elektrafestival.ca
MUTEK
www.mutek.org

November 2021 (exact dates TBC)

LITERATURE

24-29 August 2021

17-20 November 2021
HUB – Rendez-vous international
des industries créatives
www.hubmontreal.com

Until 17 September 2021 and
21 October 2021-21 January 2022

April 2022 (exact dates TBC)
Festival Québec BD

Comic books and graphic novels

www.quebecbd.com

Salon du livre de Montréal
www.salondulivredemontreal.com
18-21 November 2021
Salon du livre des Premières
Nations (Kwahiatonhk!)
First Nations literature

www.kwahiatonhk.com

wahiatonhk!

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

Documentaries

23 February-5 March 2022
Les Rendez-vous du cinéma
québécois
www.rvcq.com

DIGITAL ARTS

November 2021 (exact dates TBC)
Rencontres internationales du
documentaire de Montréal

DIGITAL ARTS

www.fantasiafestival.com

LITERATURE

Genre film

6-17 October 2021
Festival du nouveau cinéma
www.nouveaucinema.ca

LITERATURE

16-20 September 2021
Festival de cinéma de la ville
de Québec
www.fcvq.ca

CIRCUS

CINEMA
CINEMA
CINEMA
40

5-25 August 2021
Le Festival international
de films Fantasia

Festival de Musique
de Chambre

Montréal First People Festival © Mario Faubert n Festival de Musique de Chambre © Eric Tschaeppeler n
OFFTA © Andréa Fière n Montréal Complètement Cirque © Andrew Miller

Montréal First
People Festival

For more information on any of the below festivals and opportunities to attend, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.
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Emerging music

www.fmeat.org

September 2021 (exact dates TBC)
La Grande Rencontre

9-11 September 2021
Envol et Macadam

22-26 September 2021
Pop Montréal

www.espacetrad.org

www.envoletmacadam.com

www.popmontreal.com

Trad music

November 2021 (exact dates TBC)
Mundial Montréal (World music)

www.mundialmontreal.com

November 2021 (exact dates TBC)

M pour Montréal

www.mpourmontreal.com

Emerging music

Independent pop music

25 May-9 June 2022
Festival TransAmériques

27 May-5 June 2022 (exact dates TBC)
OFFTA

www.fta.ca

www.offta.com

Theatre & dance

Live art festival

www.innucadie.com

Storytelling

www.festival-conte.qc.ca

November 2022 (exact dates TBC)
CINARS
Performing arts biennial

www.cinars.org

THEATRE

www.chantsdevielles.com

30 November-3 December 2021
Parcours Danse
www.ladansesurlesroutes.com

Storytelling and legends

22-31 October 2021
Festival interculturel
du conte de Montréal

2-6 March 2022
Festival de Casteliers (Puppetry)

FESTIVAL de

CASTELIERS
MARIONNETTES

POUR ADULTES ET ENFANTS

www.festival.casteliers.ca

July-August 2023 (exact dates TBC)

Festival international des arts
de la marionnette pour tous à Saguenay

www.fiams.com
23 August-25 October 2021
(exact dates TBC)

Festival du théâtre de rue
de Lachine
www.theatrederue.ca

8 September-24 October 2021
Momenta – biennale
de l’image
www.momentabiennale.com

18 February-24 April 2022

25-28 November 2021
Papier foire d’art contemporain
www.papiermontreal.com

Manif d’art 10
www.manifdart.org

Spring 2022 (exact dates TBC)

La Biennale d’art contemporain
autochtone
First Nations art

www.baca.ca

YOUNG PUBLIC

Traditional music

2-5 September 2021
Festival de musique émergente
en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

10-19 September 2021
Festival Quartiers Danses
www.quartiersdanses.com

VISUAL ARTS

1-3 July 2022
Chants de Vielles Festival

PERFORMING ARTS

www.suoniperilpopolo.org

8-15 August 2021
Festival Innucadie

PERFORMING ARTS

Experimental music

18 October-7 December 2021
Montréal Chamber Music Festival
www.festivalmontreal.org

THEATRE

2-19 June 2022
Festival Suoni Per il Popolo

VISUAL ARTS

15-19 September 2021
Festival International de Jazz
de Montréal
www.montrealjazzfest.com

Indie rock showcase
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MUSIC

17-27 February 2022
Montréal en lumière
www.montrealenlumiere.com

PERFORMING ARTS

MUSIC

MUSIC

MUSIC

MULTIDISCIPLINARY

FESTIVALS & EVENTS IN QUÉBEC 2021-2022

May 2022 (exact dates TBC)
Festival Les Coups de Théâtre
www.coupsdetheatre.com
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Your favourite Québec shows on-demand
© TV5MONDE - All rights reserved

Cinema + Series + Documentaries + Kids & Family + …

tv5mondeplus.com
Available everywhere. Anytime. For free.
Download the app

