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Dear partners and friends,

I hope that you are all well. Please allow me to wish you a belated Happy 
New Year. 2020 was such a difficult year, for all of us, in so many ways. 
Unfortunately, the anxiety and suffering caused by Covid-19 has not 
magically disappeared, as much as we would like it to. However, in spite 
of the continued difficulties caused by the pandemic, there are a growing 
number of reasons to believe that there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
Vaccination programmes across our territory are gathering pace, and 

governments are making tentative plans to bring their respective countries out of lockdown. 

In culture, Québec artists continue to find ways of being present in digital spaces, giving performances 
and making connections with the world through new and existing platforms. These coming months will 
see Québec artists from the fields of dance, music, comedy, circus, theatre, TV and film grace the stages 
of cultural spaces, both physical and virtual, giving us all something to look forward to.

Our Culture team is planning the reprise, getting in touch with partners, planning new projects and 
identifying new ways to offer opportunities to artists, despite the limitations of the pandemic. We will 
soon be launching the next edition of the Québec – British Council Connections Fund, as well as the 
second edition of the Québec – Wales collaboration fund, which for the first time will include culture.

As always, the Culture team is here to support your interest in and collaboration with Québec artists and 
organisations. Please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Warmest wishes,

Pierre Gabriel Côté
Agent-General, 
Québec Government Office in London
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Québec Nordic Council  
of Ministers collaboration

For many years, the Québec Government Office in London has been collaborating closely 
with the Nordic Council of Ministers. Specifically, in recent years, these two organisations 
have organised a joint call for projects on culture, research and innovation, and society. 
Proposals need to be brought forward by a Québec partner and two Nordic partners.

This year, for the 4th edition of the joint call for projects, we received a fantastic range of 
proposals, with over half of them cultural! These projects imagine new ways to create 
and collaborate internationally in a world shaped by the pandemic, focus on transatlantic 
expertise sharing, and outline new and exciting partnerships. 

From various disciplines, we are delighted to support Québec organisations including 
La Serre, an incubator for live arts, and the Société de musique contemporaine du Québec 
(SMCQ).

Parc National de la Jacques-Cartier   

mailto:mailto:ingried.boussaroque%40mri.gouv.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:mailto:ingried.boussaroque%40mri.gouv.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:andrew.bailey@mri.gouv.qc.ca 
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mailto:gaia.martinelli@mri.gouv.qc.ca
https://quebec.ca/londres
https://www.facebook.com/QuebecUK
https://twitter.com/QuebecUK
https://www.instagram.com/quebecuk/
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YidLife Crisis

Oi Canada! A Celebration of Canadian Jews 
Robby Hoffman and YidLife Crisis (more TBC)

July (exact date TBC)
JW3 (online)
London, UK

Oi Canada! is a mixed bill digital cabaret of Canadian Jewish comedy, music, and performance.  
From Seth Rogen to Schitt’s Creek and from Vancouver to Halifax, Canada is full of funny and talented 
Jewish artists. The event will bring together well-loved Canadian Jews in one place, including Québec 
comedians Robby Hoffman and YidLife Crisis. JW3 is a state-of-the-art Jewish community and cultural 
venue in North West London. It offers outstanding events, activities, classes and courses, that are 
aimed to transform the Jewish landscape in London by helping to create a vibrant, diverse and proud 
community, inspired by and engaged in Jewish arts, culture and community.

Robby Hoffman is a small ex-Chasidic queer Jewish stand-up comedian and writer. She was just 
named one of Vulture’s Top Comedians to Watch in 2020, one of Comedy Central’s UP NEXT comedians 
and features on Conan O’Brien’s Comics to Watch list. In 2019, she recorded her first one-hour stand 
up special for Just for Laughs, I’m Nervous in Toronto, available on CraveTV.

YidLife Crisis is the Yiddish comedy web series of Eli Batalion and Jamie Elman, wanting to pay 
homage to the Jewish comedic lens on life with which they were raised. What started as a passion 
project turned into a hit with over 3,000,000 video views and 30,000 subscribers, awards and accolades.

www.jw3.org.uk  n  www.robbyhoffman.com  n  www.yidlifecrisis.com
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François Bourassawww.lepointdevente.com/tickets/jazzenrafalelivecam  n  www.effendirecords.com  n  www.francoisbourassa.com

M
US

IC François Bourassa
L’impact du Silence

10 April
Online 

Montréal pianist and composer François Bourassa will launch his latest album for piano solo in 
a virtual event as part of the Jazz en Rafale series. According to Bourassa, the essence of music 
lies in silences. People tend to overlook the importance of silence but, when used wisely, it can 
be moving and poetic. Silence has a powerful impact on listeners. Oscillating between raucous 
and introspective, this latest collection of piano pieces is a musical adventure that combines jazz, 
improvisation, lyricism, and abstraction with integrity and emotion as the central theme.

Bourassa, now with ten albums of original music under his belt, has become an ambassador for 
Québec’s thriving jazz community at an international level. A paragon of consistency and evolution 
and inspired by a diversity of sources, his award-winning eponymous quartet has been a staple 
of Montréal’s artistic landscape since the early 1990s. L’impact du Silence is Bourassa’s first solo 
piano recording.

“Crazy energy, dense and  
nourishing writing,  

high-level soloists” – 
Jazzmag
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www.rufuswainwright.com 

M
US

IC RUFUS WAINWRIGHT
Unfollow the Rules

26 June – 31 July
Various venues in the UK (see website for details)

Affectionately referred to by Elton John as “the greatest songwriter on the planet” and praised by 
the New York Times for his “genuine originality”, Montréal’s Rufus Wainwright has established 
himself as one of the great male vocalists and songwriters of his generation. Wainwright returns  
to Europe with his Unfollow the Rules tour.
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www.calq.gouv.qc.ca  n  www.antoinebustros.com

11 

M
US

IC Antoine Bustros
CALQ: Studio du Québec à Londres

July - December
London, UK

Québec’s Arts Council, the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec (CALQ), runs an important 
international network of creative residencies including five international studios welcoming  
mid-career Québec artists.

The London Studio’s 22nd resident is multi award-winning composer and pianist Antoine Bustros 
who will be in London until December. Bustros writes and produces soundtracks for film, 
television, dance, and theatre. In 2000 he founded the Ensemble Ulysse, for which he composes an 
original repertoire. He has written and produced two collections of “Chansongs”, the instrumental 
albums Scènes Invisibles (sample), Pièces Perdues (with Ensemble Ulysse), and Crime Music – 
Bernard Herrmann Revisited (with Ensemble Ulysse). Currently he composes for and plays with 
Confluence, a group which brings together diverse musicians in Montréal. 

In London, he will immerse himself to London’s rich cultural musical scene, and finding artists to 
collaborate with on projects that can eventually continue to grow in Montréal. He is also planning to 
use his time for writing, both essays and fiction.
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www.carteblanche.no  n  www.fib.no/en  n  www.danielleveilledanse.org

Frédérick Gravel 
But Then, We’ll Disappear (I’d Prefer Not To)

27 May – 8 June June date TBC 22 June
Bergen International Festival Arctic Arts Festival Harstad Kulthurhus
Bergen Studio Venues TBC Harstad
Bergen, Norway Harstad

Choreographer Frédérick Gravel is known for turning the structures of choreography upside down  
and often includes elements of rock and performance art in his work. From the vibrant arts community 
in Montréal, he has established himself as one of the foremost exponents of the new, Canadian  
dance art. 

“I view a choreographic idea as a melody, and my works can be compared to making a concert. I make 
music by the aid of dance. One might say that I compose lines that the dancers perform with their own 
voice, in their own key,” he says. The prestigious Carte Blanche / The Norwegian National Company of 
Contemporary Dance is producing and performing this piece. Behind the title But Then, We’ll Disappear 
(I’d Prefer Not To) hides a desire to emphasise the role of the individual in a world full of contradictions, 
where guilt and celebration are two sides of the same coin.
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québec on tv5Monde
TV5MondePlus is the new French-language video on-demand platform, available 
everywhere, anytime, for free! Enjoy a vast variety of films, series, documentaries,  
kids TV, magazines and more. Available on all your devices, via the application or  
www.tv5mondeplus.com.
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19-2 (3 seasons)
Two Montréal police officers are 
assigned to the most dangerous part 
of the city. Viewers get a look at their 
experience on the beat.

Mirador (3 seasons)
Mirador is a major public relations 
company. Whenever a scandal arises 
and a client’s reputation is in danger,  
a crisis cell is sent to the rescue.

La maison des folles (8 episodes)
In a suburb of Québec, sisterhood 
blossoms in a foster family that takes in 
“problem” teenagers in the year 2000. 

SERIESCINEMA 
Pays
A politician negotiates the mining 
rights of her island with Federal 
government. From political wrangling 
to intimidation, the law of the land is 
not a long calm river…

Roche-papier-ciseaux
A young First Nation man, an elderly 
penniless Italian, a struck-off. Three 
men, three destinies, the evening of 
an eclipse...

DOCUMENTARIES
Tes déchets, ma richesse
In Québec, companies are adopting 
bold, environmentally-friendly 
practices. Karine Awashish, a member 
of the Atikamekw community, heads 
off to find out more. 

Chef.fe.s de brousse
A fascinating look at the gastronomic 
and human adventures of chefs who 
leave the well-trodden paths  
of conventional cuisine.
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Ouache! (20 episodes)
Teachers are faced with pretty 
disgusting stuff each day. Operation 
Yuk begins to understand the 
phenomenon. 

Cochon Dingue (3 seasons)
What do we really know about everyday 
objects? Cochon Dingue looks at their 
secrets.

KIDS AND FAMILY

15 

http://www.tv5mondeplus.com
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Insights you 
can act on
Founded in Québec in 1976, CGI is now 
among the largest IT and business 
consulting services firms in the world.

We are insights-driven and outcomes-
based to help clients accelerate returns 
on their investments. Across hundreds 
of locations worldwide, we provide 
comprehensive, scalable and sustainable 
IT and business consulting services that 
are informed globally and delivered locally.
 
Find out more at:
www.cgi.com

CGI is honoured to 
support Québec culture.

québec on tv5Monde (continued)
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MAGAZINES AND ENTERTAINMENT

Partir autrement  
en famille  
(2 seasons)
Meet Québécois 
personalities and their 
families as they follow 
sustainable tourism 
and come into contact 
with unconventional 
communities.

Océania  
(Season 3)
Across the Atlantic, 
the “Océania” goes on 
maritime adventures with 
scientist and comedian 
Boucar Diouf.

Le temps des sucres  
(6 episodes)
Late winter in Québec 
is when maple water is 
drawn off to make syrup. 
Since the nineteenth 
century, the Québécois 
have honoured this 
tradition in the sugar huts.

Kebec  
(2 seasons)
Québec yesterday and 
today! A series brimming 
with archive images, 
information and animated 
recreations, driven by 
the passion of historians, 
scientists and artists. 

©
 A

ll 
ph

ot
os

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 T
V5

M
on

de

De par chez nous  
(3 seasons)
An inspiring, 
contemporary portrait 
of provincial Québec, 
revealing it in all its scope, 
diversity and vitality.

Classe à part  
(10 episodes)
Throughout an entire 
school year, we discover 
the ups and downs of two 
teachers and six young 
pupils recently arrived in 
Québec with their families.

Les Chefs!  
(season 7 and 8)
Twelve cooks compete to 
join the elite of Québec’s 
new culinary generation.

http://www.cgi.com
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Pierre Heault, Bia Pantojo, Nikolas Pulka  
and Mathieu GrÉgoire
Circus Days and Nights

29 May (World Première)
Malmö Opera
Malmö, Sweden

In this new production by Cirkus Cirkör, an entirely new work meets an entirely new form. Circus Days 
and Nights is a circus opera in two acts, written by legendary composer Philip Glass. Based on Robert 
Lax’s masterwork that reflects the poet’s fascination with acrobats and the circus lifestyle, the piece 
takes us on the road with him when he “runs away” and joins a circus in 1940s America. 

Québécois Pierre Heault, Bia Pantojo, Nikolas Pulka and Mathieu Grégoire are featured in this 
international cast of opera singers, musicians and circus artists and riggers. Heault’s speciality is 
swinging trapeze. He is now pursuing a multi-disciplinary journey as a musician, creator and circus 
artist. Pantojo has worked as a freelancer for several companies, including Les 7 Doigts de la main 
from Montréal, La Putyka from Prague and now Cirkus Cirkör in Stockholm. Multidisciplinary artist 
Pulka uses straps and acrobatics as his main disciplines. Between 1996 and 2012, Grégoire had 
worked as an acrobatic rigger project manager for Cirque du Soleil. Since then, Grégoire worked 
globally as a freelance acrobatic rigger/rig designer.

www.cirkor.se  n  www.circusdaysandnights.com
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Circus Days and Nights
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Cirque du Soleil
Corteo

30 June – 25 July
Various venues in the UK and Ireland (see website for details)

Originally a troupe of street performers, Cirque du Soleil have over the years become a household 
name throughout the world, redefining how the world views circus. 

Corteo is a joyous procession, a festive parade imagined by a clown. The clown pictures his own funeral 
taking place in a carnival atmosphere, watched over by quietly caring angels. 

www.cirquedusoleil.com
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Corteo

“It is a glorious amalgam of the earthy and  
the transporting, with a circle-of-life spin” – 

Seattle Post 

http://www.cirquedusoleil.com
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Alex Gaumond

Alex Gaumond and Luc Plamondon 
Le Monde est Stone Ave Marie Pain 
Starmania Notre-Dame de Paris 
Episode 3: The Rock Musicals Episode 4: Hopeful Holidays

Online @ The Theatre Channel

Québec producer Adam Blanshay and London’s own stagey hub The Theatre Café have teamed up 
to produce a unique web series, that brings together the extraordinary talents of some sensational 
performers to sing a selection of musical theatre favourites in a manner never seen before. 

Episode 3: The Rock Musicals features Québec actor Alex Gaumond, singing “Le Monde est Stone” 
from the Québec Rock Opera Starmania, written by Québec lyricist Luc Plamondon. With a career now 
spanning twenty years, Gaumond has played lead roles in countless West End Productions, including 
Galileo in We Will Rock You and Emmett in Legally Blonde (Olivier Nominated). This episode also 
gives viewers access to an exclusive interview with Luc Plamondon. A lyricist and music executive, 
Plamondon is best known for his musical Starmania and Notre-Dame de Paris, as well as writing songs 
for Céline Dion.

Episode 4: Hopeful Holidays includes a performance of “Ave Marie Pain” from Notre-Dame de Paris, also 
written by Luc Plamondon. 

www.thetheatrecafe.co.uk/channel  n  www.adamblanshay.com  n  www.alexgaumond.com 
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e “The Theatre Channel has successfully elevated online “theatre”  

to a standard that we haven’t seen elsewhere” – 
Theatre Weekly *****
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Festival du Monde Arabe de MontréalQuébec en toutes lettres

Fe
st

iv
al

 d
e 

m
us

iq
ue

 é
m

er
ge

nt
e 

en
 A

bi
tib

i-
Té

m
is

ca
m

in
gu

e.
 ©

 L
ou

is
 J

al
be

rt
  n

  M
U

TE
K

 ©
 B

ru
no

 D
es

to
m

be
s.

  n
   

Q
ué

be
c 

en
 to

ut
es

 le
tt

re
s.

 ©
 N

ad
ia

 M
or

in
.  
n

  F
es

tiv
al

 d
u 

M
on

de
 A

ra
be

 d
e 

M
on

tr
éa

l. 
©

 T
ru

ng
 D

un
g 

N
gu

ye
n.

Festivals & Events in Québec 2021-2022
Each year, Québec hosts over 400 festivals and cultural events. Those presented below all 
welcome international delegates and industry professionals. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  
some festivals might be moved entirely online or proceed in a hybrid format including both online 
and physical activities. 
For more information on any of the below festivals and opportunities to attend, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.
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5-25 August 2021 
Le Festival international  
de films Fantasia
Genre film
www.fantasiafestival.com 

16-20 September 2021
Festival de cinéma de la ville  
de Québec
www.fcvq.ca 

6-17 October 2021 
Festival du nouveau cinéma
www.nouveaucinema.ca 
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November 2021 (exact dates TBC)

Rencontres internationales du 
documentaire de Montréal
Documentaries
www.ridm.ca 

28 April-8 May 2021
Les Rendez-vous du cinéma 
québécois
www.rvcq.com 

9-13 June 2021 
Regard sur le court métrage  
au Saguenay
Shorts
www.festivalregard.com   
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15-27 March 2022 (exact dates TBC)

Festival international du film  
sur l’art
Art film
www.artfifa.com ci

rc
us

8-18 July 2021
Montréal Complètement Cirque
www.montrealcompletementcirque.com
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2022 (exact dates TBC) 
IX 2022
International symposium  
on immersive experiences
www.ix.sat.qc.ca
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17 June-17 September 2021 
21 October 2021-21 January 2022 
ELEKTRA
www.elektrafestival.ca
24-29 August 2021 
MUTEK
www.mutek.org

November 2021 (exact dates TBC)

HUB – Rendez-vous 
international des industries 
créatives
www.hubmontreal.com li

te
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tu
re

7-11 April 2021  
Festival Québec BD
Comic books and graphic novels
www.quebecbd.com
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7-11 April 2021  
Salon du livre de Québec
www.silq.ca
November 2021 (exact dates TBC) 
Salon du livre de Montréal 
www.salondulivredemontreal.com

28 April-2 May 2021 
Metropolis Bleu
www.bluemetropolis.org

31 May-6 June 2021 
Festival de la poésie de Montréal
www.festivaldelapoesiedemontreal.com 
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18-21 November 2021 
Salon du livre des Premières 
Nations (Kwahiatonhk!)
First Nations literature
www.kwahiatonhk.com  
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ry 4-11 August 2021 
Montréal First Peoples Festival
www.presenceautochtone.ca

29 October-14 November 2021 
Arab World Festival of Montréal
www.festivalarabe.com 

wah ia tonhk !

MUTEK

25 24 

Festival de musique émergente
en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

http://www.fantasiafestival.com
http://www.fcvq.ca
http://www.nouveaucinema.ca
http://www.ridm.ca
http://www.rvcq.com
http://www.festivalregard.com
http://www.artfifa.com
http://www.silq.ca
http://www.salondulivredemontreal.com
http://www.kwahiatonhk.com
http://www.festivalarabe.com
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Montréal en lumière
www.montrealenlumiere.com

M
US

IC

4-20 June 2021 
Festival Suoni Per il Popolo
Experimental music
www.suoniperilpopolo.org

18 October-7 December 2021
Montréal Chamber Music 
Festival
www.festivalmontreal.org

M
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25 June-3 July 2021
Festival International de Jazz  
de Montréal 
www.montrealjazzfest.com

2-4 July 2021
Chants de Vielles Festival
Traditional music
www.chantsdevielles.com 

2-5 September 2021
Festival de musique émergente  
en Abitibi-Témiscamingue
Emerging music
www.fmeat.org
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September 2021 (exact dates TBC)

La Grande Rencontre 
Trad music
www.espacetrad.org

9-11 September 2021
Envol et Macadam
Emerging music
www.envoletmacadam.com

22-26 September 2021 
Pop Montréal
Independent pop music
www.popmontreal.com

M
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16-19 November 2021
Mundial Montréal (World music)
www.mundialmontreal.com
November 2021 (exact dates TBC)
M pour Montréal
Indie rock showcase
www.mpourmontreal.com Pe
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ts 26 May-12 June 2021
Festival TransAmériques
Theatre & dance   
www.fta.ca

28 May-6 June 2021 
OFFTA
Live art festival
www.offta.com

Pe
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ts 12-15 June 2021

Festival Innucadie
Storytelling and legends
www.innucadie.com

10-19 September 2021
Festival Quartiers Danses
www.quartiersdanses.com

22-31 October 2021
Festival interculturel  
du conte de Montréal
Storytelling
www.festival-conte.qc.ca

Pe
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ts 30 November-3 December 2021

Parcours Danse
www.ladansesurlesroutes.com

24-29 May 2021
CINARS
Performing arts biennial
www.cinars.org

th
ea

tr
e

2-6 March 2022
Festival de Casteliers (Puppetry)

www.festival.casteliers.ca
27 July-2 August 2021
Festival international des arts  
de la marionnette pour tous à Saguenay
www.fiams.com

th
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e

TBC if festival in 2021 
Festival du théâtre de rue  
de Lachine
www.theatrederue.ca

vi
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s 18 February-24 April 2022

Manif d’art 10
www.manifdart.org

25-28 November 2021 
Papier foire d’art contemporain
www.papiermontreal.com

vi
su

al
 a
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s 8 September-24 October 2021 

Momenta – biennale de l’image
www.momentabiennale.com

2022 (exact dates TBC)

La Biennale d’art contemporain 
autochtone
First Nations art
www.baca.ca

yo
un

g 
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bl
ic May 2022 (exact dates TBC)

Festival Les Coups de Théâtre
www.coupsdetheatre.com

Festivals & Events in Québec 2021-2022

FESTIVAL de 
CASTELIERS

MARIONNETTES 
POUR ADULTES ET ENFANTS

27 26 

http://www.montrealenlumiere.com
http://www.espacetrad.org
http://www.cinars.org
http://www.fiams.com
http://www.baca.ca
http://www.coupsdetheatre.com


Cinema + Series + Documentaries + Kids & Family + … 

tv5mondeplus.com
Available everywhere. Anytime. For free.

Your favourite Québec shows on-demand

y y

http://tv5mondeplus.com

