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Message from the Delegate General 

At times over the past year, we have had to combine courage and resilience 

within our team in order to stay focused on the goals we set for ourselves. No 

doubt it was the same for many of you. 

But now that the time has come to take stock of the year ending on March 31, 

2021, I feel a certain pride because our team stepped up to the plate and the 

outcomes speak for themselves. I want to begin by thanking the team and 

highlighting the work that has been accomplished.  

For each of our missions, we either developed new ways of operating or found 

the means to deliver what was expected. Taking government directions into 

account regarding economic diplomacy and the support that the network of 

government offices must continue to provide to Québec businesses, we 

consolidated our political, social and cultural ties with Belgium, opened up new opportunities with 

Luxembourg, especially in terms of innovation, and developed new prospects with the Netherlands, in 

particular by working with the Port of Rotterdam. 

I must humbly admit that I was among those who wondered what this annual report would contain. Upon 

reading it however, you will see that the virtual and in-person efforts that were made this year to defend and 

promote Québec’s interests were worthwhile. The results are conclusive even when factoring in the 

lockdowns, which were a major obstacle. The targets set were exceeded, even on the economic front. 

I am also particularly pleased with the advocacy work we carried out on a number of issues with the 

European Commission and members of the European Parliament. The quality of the initiatives taken with 

our colleagues at the Ministère de l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les changements climatiques 

concerning the project to establish a carbon border adjustment mechanism bears noting. We defended our 

interests in this matter to the fullest extent with passion and rigor. 

Furthermore, I remain convinced that the CRIQUE initiative (Québec-Europe Research and Innovation 

Circle), which was launched in winter 2021, will be viewed a few years from now as a significant 

achievement for the Québec Government Office in Brussels (QGOB). 

The purpose of this summary of strategic activities is therefore to provide you with an overview of the main 

actions taken by the QGOB for the period from April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021. Québec regards its relations 

with its Benelux partners (Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg) as important and essential, just as it 

does the relations it has established in recent years with European institutions. The entire QGOB staff will 

continue to be passionately involved in maintaining the quality and ensuring the continuity of these relations.  

As this is the last text that I will be writing for a report of this kind, I want to assure you that, even from afar, 

I will continue to be a friend of the Benelux and an ally for the development of the European Union. 

Warmest regards, 

Pierre-Luc Desgagné 

Québec’s Delegate General in Brussels 
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HIGHLIGHTS  

Québec Government Office in Brussels – 2020-2021  
In numbers 

 

44  
high-level missions  
and meetings 

 

154  
Québec companies supported in  
doing business with Benelux 
 

96  
business meetings organized for 
Québec companies targeting Benelux 

 27  
virtual public affairs events held  
or contributed to 

 

100  
Québécois artists featured  
in virtual public events 

 

13,700  
subscribers to our communication 
channels (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
YouTube and newsletters) 
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Economic Affairs 

Québec’s International Vision emphasizes the importance of Québec 

government offices abroad as “economic hubs” and true levers of 

prosperity for Québec. While the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly 

slowed down the global economy, it is important to note that the Québec 

Government Office in Brussels (QGOB) has been able to adapt quickly 

and seize business opportunities, whether it be to promote Québec 

innovations to Benelux companies or develop partnerships between 

major port cities like Rotterdam to facilitate international trade. 

Over the past year, the QGOB’s Economic Affairs Service has accompanied 

154 companies and held 96 business meetings for Québécois companies 

wishing to do business or establish themselves in the Benelux countries. Life 

sciences, agribusiness, digital technologies, and artificial intelligence were 

priority sectors this year. Success: in collaboration with Investissement 

Québec International, our team largely achieved its objective of firm sales for 

the Benelux countries. Here is a look back at some of the year’s most 

significant achievements.  

Memoranda of understanding signed by 
the Port of Québec 

On June 22, 2020, the Port of Québec announced that it had signed 

memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with several players in the maritime, 

transportation, and research sectors. The aim of these MOUs is to create an 

international ecosystem of innovation and intelligence in ports and logistics. 

Partners include the Port of Rotterdam and PortXL, the world’s leading 

accelerator for the maritime and port sector. The Economic Affairs Service 

facilitated the liaison between the Dutch and Québec ecosystems, which led 

to the signing of these MOUs. 

During his subsequent visit to Rotterdam, the Delegate General, accompanied 

by Margareth Siertsema, the economic attaché for the Netherlands, met with 

the authorities of the Port of Rotterdam and PortXL. They discussed potential 

collaborations that may result from these agreements and help make Québec 

City one of the “smartest” ports in North America. (see p. 13 for other meetings 

held during this mission). 
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 Meeting with representatives of the Port of Rotterdam and PORTXL.  
– Rotterdam, July 2020 

 

Québec’s participation in the Patient Numérique 

virtual seminar 

Three speakers presented Québec’s expertise in innovative health 

technologies at the 150 Shades of eHealth seminar on October 22, 2020. The 

seminar was organized by Patient Numérique, a community of Belgian 

hospitals and medical IT leaders. 

Ahead of the event, the Economic Affairs Service also collaborated with the 

Québec Government Office in Paris and the director of Patient Numérique to 

organize a webinar on the 

potential of Québec’s life 

sciences technologies on 

the French and Belgian 

market. 
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City of Magog virtual economic mission –  
Magog Technopole 

Last December, the Economic Affairs Service was approached by Carrefour 

Québec International, a regional organization for promoting exports, to co-

organize a virtual mission with a number of Magog companies in partnership 

with the Magog Technopole. 

This mission clearly showed that even when the meetings were virtual, 

successful cross-Atlantic bonds could be forged and even lead to partnerships. 

A series of webinars was organized between companies in Tournai and 

Magog to promote business exchanges. The first of these webinars was held 

in February 2021. The Québécois Maintenance Directe and the Wallonian 

MCORPUS have joined forces 

to create a technology 

showcase that will present the 

integration of their respective 

solutions in Québec and 

Belgium. 

 
City of Magog 

 

Attracting investment and supporting  
the internationalization of Québécois companies 

Agreement for the production of low carbon with 
Luxembourg company Paul Wurth 

A memorandum of understanding for the production of low-carbon steel was 

recently signed by Rio Tinto (Québec), Paul Wurth (Luxembourg), and SHS – 

Stahl-Holding-Saar (Germany). This partnership will explore the viability of 

converting iron ore pellets into hot-briquetted iron—a component of low-

carbon steel—using green hydrogen created with Québec’s hydroelectric 

power. Doing so would have the benefit of significantly reducing the carbon 

emissions from steel production. In collaboration with Investissement Québec 

International, the QGOB invested time and energy to have investors confirm 

their interest in Québec and launch a feasibility study. 

Construction of a plastic recycling plant in Wallonia  
by Lavergne Group  

Following a call for tenders, the Wallonian government selected six projects in 

the plastic recycling sector. These projects will lead to the construction of six 

plastic recycling plants and the creation of 350 direct jobs in Wallonia.  

One of the chosen projects is led by the Québec-based Lavergne Group. The 

company will set up a plant in Wallonia to recycle engineering polymers from 

electrical and electronic waste. It will invest $15.7 million in the new plant, with 



   

Summary of strategic activities| Québec Government Office in Brussels 9 

 

$6.8 million of public funds from the Regional Investment Company of 

Wallonia (SRIW). 

The QGOB is proud to accompany the Lavergne Group in this international 

expansion. 

 

Buying programs 

The Economic Affairs Service, in collaboration with Québec’s sectoral ministries, regularly organizes 

programs for potential buyers, influencers, and major contractors from the Benelux countries to 

introduce them to Québec companies’ technologies and expertise. Once again this year, 12 buyers 

were able to participate in these programs and events, which included the Americana trade show, the 

virtual TAG event, and the C2 Montréal conference. They also benefited from personalized meetings 

with Québec suppliers. 

 

Promoting Benelux business opportunities to 

Quebecers 

Webinar technology has developed quickly over the past year, which has 

come with several advantages. For instance, the QGOB has been able to hold 

or participate in a number of initiatives to introduce its services and reach to a 

large Québécois audience. These webinars, during which the Delegate 

General was able to discuss the many business opportunities in Benelux with 

Québec entrepreneurs, include:  

• Table des exportateurs [Exporter’s Roundtable], organized by Export 

Montréal Ouest (June 11, 2020) 

• Causerie CGI – Rencontre avec des représentants du Québec en Europe 

[CGI Discussion – Meeting Québec Representatives in Europe], 

organized by the Chamber of Commerce of Metropolitan Montreal 

(September 11, 2020) 

• Histoire d’entrepreneurs : établir son entreprise à Québec et en Belgique 

[Entrepreneur Testimonials: Setting Up a Business in Québec and 

Belgium], organized by the Cercle d’affaires Belgique-Québec 

(October 22, 2020) 

• La Délégation générale du Québec à Bruxelles : votre entrée sur la 

Belgique, le Luxembourg, les Pays-Bas et l’Union européenne [Québec 

Government Office in Brussels: Your Entryway to Belgium, Luxembourg, 

the Netherlands and the European Union], organized by Carrefour 

Québec International (December 9, 2020) 
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Bilateral Affairs and Cooperation 

Québec’s international initiatives have allowed it to maintain high-level 

political relations in the many sectors under its jurisdiction. The QGOB 

meets regularly with political representatives from Belgium (and its 

federated entities), Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and European 

institutions to develop partnerships and defend Québec’s interests. This 

past year marked an important milestone in Québec-Luxembourg 

relations, as they signed an agreement on higher education and research 

and innovation. The QGOB is also in charge of fostering closer ties with 

cities. More specifically, this year it focused on ties with the authorities 

of the cities of Liège, Tournai, and Rotterdam, which have many affinities 

with Québec. 

Major political meetings 

In Belgium, the full federal government, led by Alexander De Croo, has been 

in office since October 1, 2020. After the election, Pierre-Luc Desgagné, 

Québec’s Delegate General, met with federal ministers whose jurisdictions are 

of particular importance to Québec and its priorities. He met with Zakia 

Khattabi, Minister of Climate, Environment, Sustainable Development and 

Green Deal; Thomas Dermine, Secretary of State for Recovery and Strategic 

Investments, in charge of Science Policy; and Tinne Van der Straeten, Minister 

of Energy. 

 

Meeting with Zakia Khattabi, Minister of Climate, Environment,  
Sustainable Development and Green Deal.  

– Brussels, December 2020 
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Meeting with Thomas Dermine, Secretary of State for Recovery  
and Strategic Investments, in charge of Science Policy.  

– Brussels, January 2021 

 

Meeting with Tinne Van der Straeten, Federal Minister of Energy.  
– Brussels, March 2021 

As for the governments of the Belgian federated entities, encounters included 

the March 18, 2021, meeting between Pierre-Yves Jeholet, the Minister-

President of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation and a loyal ally of Québec, and 

Nadine Girault, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie. 

Québec and the Wallonia-Brussels Federation are close partners, particularly 

when it comes to culture and higher education. In addition, the meeting took 

place a few days before International Francophonie Day. Québec and the 

Wallonia-Brussels Federation are historical allies within La Francophonie and 

in the defence and promotion of French. 

Meeting of Nadine Girault, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie, with Pierre-Yves Jeholet,  
Minister-President of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation (preceded by a preparatory meeting with the Delegate General). 

– Brussels, March 2021 
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Given the very strong relationship that has existed for over 40 years between 

the National Assembly of Québec and the Parliament of the Wallonia-Brussels 

Federation, the Delegate General also met with its former Minister-President, 

Rudy Demotte, a great friend of Québec.  

 
Given the very strong relationship that has existed for over 40 years between the National Assembly of Québec and the Parliament 

of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, the Delegate General also met with its President, Rudy Demotte, a great friend of Québec. 
– Brussels, January 2021 

© Parliament of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation 

 

The QGOB also has excellent links with cities in its region. For his first official 

visit to Tournai on August 28, the Delegate General was warmly received by 

Philippe Robert, alderman, and Thierry Lesplingart, the mayor’s Chief of Staff. 

Wallonie Picarde, the region in which Tournai sits, has many economic and 

cultural assets for Québec. Since the Delegate General’s visit to Tournai, close 

bonds have been forged between Tournai’s economic ecosystem and that of 

Magog, Québec.  

Reception at the town hall.  
– Tournai, August 2020 
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In March 2021, the Delegate General went to Liège for an official visit. He was 

received by Hervé Jamar, governor of the province of Liège. He also met with 

Willy Demeyer, mayor of the city of Liège. The Delegate General was received 

at the University of Liège (ULiège) by rector Pierre Wolper and his team. 

During that visit, they discussed ULiège’s numerous academic and scientific 

collaborations with Québec institutions. The Delegate General was able to 

discover ULiège’s advances in the field of SARS-CoV-2 detection during a visit 

to the university’s COVID-19 laboratory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting with the governor of the 
province of Liège, Hervé Jamar.  

– Liège, March 2021 
 

Meeting with the mayor of the city of Liège,  
Willy Demeyer.  

– Liège, March 2021 

 

Québec is also placing increasing importance on its relationship with the 

Netherlands, as evidenced by the arrival of an economic attaché for the 

Netherlands at the QGOB in 2018. As such, the Delegate General carried out 

a mission to Rotterdam on July 13 and 14, 2020, following the signing of a 

memorandum of understanding between the Port of Québec, the Port of 

Rotterdam (Europe’s largest port), 

and other partners (see Economic 

Affairs section p. 6). Mr. Desgagné 

took the opportunity to meet with the 

mayor of Rotterdam, Ahmed 

Aboutaleb, an important political figure 

in the Netherlands. They discussed 

maritime cooperation, naturally, but 

also potential collaborations in other 

economic sectors such as hydrogen.  

Meeting with Ahmed Aboutaleb,  
Mayor of Rotterdam.  

– Rotterdam, July 2020 
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Québec and Luxembourg sign an agreement on 
higher education and research and innovation 

On March 30, 2021, Québec’s Minister of International Relations and La 

Francophonie, Nadine Girault, and Luxembourg’s Minister of Higher 

Education and Research, Claude Meisch, signed an agreement on higher 

education and research and innovation in the presence of Québec’s Delegate 

General in Brussels, Pierre-Luc Desgagné. 

 

Signing of the Québec-Luxembourg agreement by ministers Claude Meisch and Nadine Girault.  
– Luxembourg and Québec, March 2021 

 

Québec and Luxembourg have agreed to prioritize the following areas, among 

others: health (including digital medicine), information technology, artificial 

intelligence, economics, and education. 

Following the signing of the agreement, a Québec-Luxembourg working group 

was set up. It is already at work to solidify their cooperation in research and 

innovation. 

Québec-Flanders: a lively and promising 

cooperation  

The 16th meeting of the Québec-Flanders Permanent Joint Committee was 

held on February 4, 2021. It was chaired by the Assistant Deputy Minister for 

Bilateral Relations, Éric Marquis, and the Secretary General of the Flanders 

Department of Foreign Affairs, Julie Bynens, and attended by numerous 

government representatives from both sides. 

The Committee bore testament to the vibrant relationship with Flanders and 

presented the projects supported through the cooperation program. The 

Ministère des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie and the 

Ministère de la Culture et des Communications have announced nearly 

$60,000 in funding for seven cooperation projects from 2021 to 2023. 

The excellence of these projects testifies to the richness of the bonds between 

Québec and Flanders. Both entities understand the contributions of inter-
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sector cooperation programs to their respective economic recoveries, and 

intend to continue their collaboration with great optimism. 

16th meeting of the Québec-Flanders Permanent Joint Committee.  
– Brussels and Québec City, February 2021 

 

Grands Rendez-vous Québec/Wallonie-Bruxelles 

The 3rd Grands Rendez-vous Québec/Wallonie-Bruxelles were held virtually 

from December 16 to January 20. The theme was sustainable, inclusive, and 

solidarity-based innovations during a pandemic. These initiatives are all the 

more necessary in the current situation, where agility and reinvention are 

necessary. 

The Grands Rendez-vous were born from a common desire to strengthen the 

ties between Québec and Wallonia-Brussels in various key areas. The event 

has become a highlight of our bilateral cooperation, thanks to the meetings 

between entrepreneurs, creators, researchers, and institutional 

representatives from both sides of the Atlantic. The participation of Québec’s 

Deputy Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie, Sylvie 

Barcelo, and CEO of Wallonie-Bruxelles International, Pascale Delcomminette, 

attests to the importance of the relationship between Québec and Wallonia-

Brussels. 

This event helped boost the potential of the chosen young entrepreneurs. The 

latter benefited from an intensive idea acceleration program set up by Engine, 

a Wallonian organization that specializes in launching entrepreneurial projects. 

This third edition also 

allowed Wallonian and 

Québécois entrepreneurs 

to network and generate 

business opportunities. 
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Research and innovation driving economic 
recovery: a Québec/Wallonia-Brussels perspective 

The COVID-19 pandemic is one of the biggest crises in recent history. Not 

only has it been a major public health concern, it has also had—and will 

continue to have—socio-economic repercussions, the full extent of which 

remain to be seen. There is no doubt that research and innovation, as well as 

international cooperation in this area, are part of the solution. Québec and 

Wallonia-Brussels are valued international partners and have maintained 

strong economic, political, cultural, and scientific ties for decades. 

With that in mind, the QGOB and the Wallonia-Brussels General Delegation 

in Québec held an international webinar on June 29, 2020, focusing on 

research and innovation and cooperation as drivers of post-pandemic 

recovery. In addition to official 

government presentations, 

speakers from the Port of 

Montréal, CargoM, and 

BioWin shared concrete 

examples of international 

collaboration in research and 

innovation.  

 

Québec-Benelux-EU – Innovate together webinar! 

Cybersecurity, quantum, 5G 

Innovation and the development of relationships between Benelux and 

Québec were the focus during the February 11, 2021, webinar organized by 

Prompt with the support of the QGOB. The webinar, co-hosted by Pierre-Luc 

Desgagné, Delegate General, was attended by key speakers: Stéphane 

Pallage, rector of the University of Luxembourg; Renaud Delahaye, from the 

Wallonian Agence du Numérique; and Arnaud Lambert, from Luxinnovation. 

The resulting discussions revealed the benefits and challenges of digitalization 

in each region, specifically as it relates to 5G, quantum, and cybersecurity. 

The event was attended by Luc Sirois, Québec’s newly appointed Chief 

Innovation Officer. 
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International mobility 

The pandemic has greatly slowed down the intense international mobility between Québec and 

Benelux. However, it must be noted that, thanks in particular to the rapid introduction of new 

technological tools, a number of international mobility activities have been able to take place. In some 

cases, they have even been able to reach a wider audience.  

Talent recruitment 

Belgium, the second-largest pool of French-speaking people in Europe, has exciting potential for talent 

recruitment. The QGOB supports the Ministère de l’Immigration, de la Francisation et de l’Intégration 

in its efforts to promote Québec and recruit foreign workers. It also collaborates with Montréal 

International, Québec International, and the Société de développement économique de 

Drummondville. The Journées Québec were held 

virtually for the first time from November 30 to 

December 5, 2020. While the event normally takes 

place in Paris, the new format allowed many Belgians 

to participate in the event without needing to travel! 

Promotion of Québec’s educational potential 

Since a 2018 agreement came into effect granting students from Wallonia-Brussels preferential tuition 

fees in Québec, the province’s universities have gone to great lengths to give young Belgians the 

resources they need to study abroad successfully. Representatives from Québec’s 18 universities took 

part in the virtual Étudier au Québec – Destination universités fair on December 9 and 10, 2020.  

Additionally, since many Luxembourg students are interested in Québec, the Luxembourg Student 

Fair has become a key event for the QGOB. This was as true as ever in 2020, although the event took 

place virtually on November 12 and 13. 

Support for youth 

Youth mobility between Québec and the Benelux countries is typically very high. This is particularly 

true for Québec and Wallonia-Brussels, thanks to the partnership between the Offices jeunesse 

internationaux du Québec (LOJIQ) and the Bureau International Jeunesse. Despite the travel 

restrictions arising from the pandemic, some initiatives were able to continue, albeit virtually. This year, 

the Parliament of Wallonia once again welcomed a young intern from Québec. The internship, which 

ran from January 11 to April 2, 2021, was entirely remote. 

New internship opportunities have also emerged over the past year. Through LOJIQ, the QGOB 

supported three students’ participation in the first virtual Expo-Sciences Luxembourg from March 27 

to 29, 2021. The students were able to present their science projects to youth and international experts. 
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Culture, Identity and La Francophonie 

Québécois artists’ influence on the international scene is more than just 

an expression of Québec’s identity beyond our borders. It’s also a 

unique economic lever. This is why the Québec Government Office in 

Brussels is so invested in promoting artists in the Benelux countries. 

Needless to say, COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the arts and 

culture industry. It has had to deal with numerous postponements and 

cancellations, not to mention ongoing crisis management. However, the 

situation has also brought a certain level of closeness, revealed amazing 

examples of adaptation, and allowed everyone to take a more long-term 

view of the future.  

Strengthening bonds despite the pandemic 

Despite the crisis, the QGOB kept in regular contact with its partners in the 

Benelux and with Québécois artists and companies. It was important to let 

them know that they could count on us for support as soon as they reopened 

their doors. 

The Cultural Affairs Service took every opportunity to present Québécois 

artists and their works to potential buyers. What’s more, many Québec 

markets and festivals were held online, making them more accessible to 

foreign buyers. Hundreds of invitations were sent out to encourage schedulers 

to register for events like CINARS, RIDEAU, the International Market for 

Contemporary Circus, HUB Montréal, the Festival de la chanson de Granby, 

and more. 

Social media—especially Facebook—has proven especially useful for staying 

in touch with professionals and the general public and for promoting Québec’s 

culture. The QGOB promoted numerous free and paid concerts, shows, films, 

and events in both Europe and Québec that were virtually accessible in the 

Benelux countries.  

During the brief reopening period in the fall of 2020, some Québécois artists 

also visited the region. The QGOB supported all the organizations that hosted 

them or presented their work. In particular, it collaborated with: Berhari, 

Hermann Kolgen, Sabrina Ratté et Nelly-Eve Rajotte, Lynne Cohen et 

Marie-Ève Thuot. 
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Québec Evening at the Festival du film francophone de Namur 
(FIFF) 

The KIKK Festival (Festival of Digital and Creative Cultures) 

was mandated by the FIFF to put on a three-evening 

program of free open-air screenings celebrating the digital, 

artistic, and audiovisual landscape of various French-

speaking regions. In addition to Belgium and Africa, 

Québec was honoured during an evening that featured 10 

videos from Québécois artists Herman Kolgen, Sabrina 

Ratté, and Nelly-Eve Rajotte. This was an excellent 

opportunity to work with two long-time loyal partners while 

demonstrating Québec’s excellence in the digital and 

audiovisual sector. 

 

Virtual opportunities to promote Québécois artists 

As in-person events became all but impossible, the QGOB quickly turned to 

the Internet to create and organize projects that would allow the general public, 

as well as Benelux professionals, to discover Québécois artists and their work.  

 

Virtual literary event  

Since the Brussels Book Fair—an important sales and outreach event for Québécois literature in 

Belgium—had to be modified, the QGOB and Québec Édition took the opportunity to organize a virtual 

literary meeting. 

During a one-hour event, 14 titles, all available in Belgian and Luxembourg bookshops, were presented 

to the public. Literary journalist Thierry Bellefroid (RTBF television) spoke with authors Kim Thúy, 

Jocelyne Saucier, and Benoit Pinette. Three Québec booksellers also presented their recent literary 

favourites by Valérie Lefebvre-Faucher, Véronique Grenier, Sindiwe Magona, Catherine Lepage, 

Catherine Leroux, Mathieu Leroux, Virginie Dechamplain, Michel Jean, Dawn Dumont, 

Geneviève Pettersen, and Francis Desharnais. The Delegate General and the General 

Commissioner of the Fair also addressed the public. 

Following this event, the QGOB created six short 

videos, featuring the three author interviews and the 

reading suggestions from the three booksellers, to 

be distributed more widely. While the event was a 

great success on its own, we were able to reach an 

even larger audience thanks to the journalists who 

picked up the news and the social media posts 

(more than 1,400 views on the videos). 
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A forward-looking sector 

The crisis has also allowed us to work on longer-term projects. We have 

supported many artists, companies, and businesses in their market 

development as they prepare for recovery. On the institutional side, we took 

the opportunity to revise and revitalize our cultural cooperation agreements. 

We are pleased to have been able to launch a call for projects, in collaboration 

with the Flemish Ministry of Culture, in which four excellent cultural projects 

were funded by both governments. 

La Francophonie 

Québec is committed to promoting La Francophonie, both through its bilateral 

relations and within the International Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF). 

Since Belgium and Luxembourg are both members of the OIF, it goes without 

saying that the QGOB is well placed for international cooperation among 

French-speaking areas. It should also be noted that the Netherlands, although 

not a French-speaking country, has a fairly large pool of Francophiles—lovers 

of French culture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview with Fatou Isidora Mara Niang, OIF 
ambassador to the European Union.  
– Brussels, March 2021 

 

La Francophonie dans le “monde d’après” 

One year after the start of the 

pandemic, the QGOB and other 

diplomatic government offices in the 

Netherlands held a special event on 

March 11, 2021, to mark the Mois de  

la Francophonie. Artists, authors, 

thinkers, and filmmakers from the 

French-speaking world were invited to 

imagine the priorities for the future, try 

to chart a few paths for shared 

reflection, and think about the role of La 

Francophonie as we transition to a “new normal.” This event was also an 

opportunity to present the winners of the Imagine le monde d’après school 

contest for film shorts. Thanks to the support of the QGOB, author Kim Thúy 

was able to share a Québécois take on the theme. Also of note was the 
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participation of Québec director Catherine Lepage, who presented her short 

Le mal du siècle. 

Authors Catherine Lepage and Kim Thúy at the Le Monde d’après event. 
– Netherlands, Québec, Belgium and Morocco, March 2021 

Improphonies  

Launched in 2018, Improphonies is a unique, innovative project that brings 

together multiple actors from the French-speaking world in Belgium. Its 

mission is to celebrate the French language through improvisation. One of the 

main goals of the Improphonies is to introduce young people to the unique 

creative process that is theatrical improvisation, or improv. For that reason, on 

March 23, some 50 French- and Dutch-speaking high school students from all 

over Belgium were taught the basics of improv during workshops by five 

French-speaking actors from around the world. This year, those actors were 

from Québec (Joëlle Paré-Beaulieu), France, Tunisia, the Ivory Coast, and 

Belgium. The second half of the project consisted of an improv show by the 

actors that was open to the general public. The project’s organizers decided 

to try hosting the show virtually this year. It was a big gamble, but it certainly 

paid off! 

Actress Joëlle Paré-Beaulieu at the Improphonies event. 
– Belgium, Québec, Ivory Coast and Tunisia, March 2021 
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Québec’s National Day 

Always a highlight of the QGOB’s year, Québec’s National Day has been 

celebrated in Belgium for many years. Typically, several hundred people 

gather in the streets of Belgium in the name of fraternity and friendship. While 

an in-person event wasn’t in the cards for June 2020, the QGOB still wanted 

to host an activity to celebrate the Québec-Benelux relationship in a lively, 

festive (and virtual!) way. The Minister-President of Wallonia, Elio Di Rupo, 

honoured us with his presence as a distinguished guest. Ariane Hermans, 

from the TULITU bookstore, gave suggestions for Québécois books and radio 

host Aurore Davignon shared her musical favourites. Andréanne Marcil, owner 

of the restaurant Les Super Filles du Tram, 

concocted a cocktail with Québec flavours. Marie 

Bouillez spoke about the Belgian investment fund 

Theodorus’ plans for expansion in Québec. 

Comedian Bruno Coppens made a nod to the 

Belgian-Québec friendship. 

In keeping with Brussels tradition, the Delegate 

General stopped by in the morning to greet the 

Manneken Pis, which sported a Québécois outfit 

for the occasion.  

 

 

Greeting from the Manneken-Pis by the Delegate General.  
– Brussels, June 24, 2020  

 

 
Virtual celebration for Québec’s National Day.  

– Benelux and Québec, June 24, 2020 
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Elio Di Rupo, Minister-President of 

Wallonia, at the virtual celebration of 
Québec’s National Day. 

– June 24, 2020  

 

 
Denis Mathen, Governor of the Province  

of Namur, at the virtual celebration  
of Québec’s National Day. 

– June 24, 2020  

Virtual holiday party 

The holiday season is normally a time for friends and family to get together. 

For many Quebecers living in Belgium, it’s also a chance to return home. 

However, health restrictions made gatherings and travel impossible for most. 

The QGOB understood this, so it organized a virtual event where people—

especially those from the Québec diaspora in the Benelux region—could 

congregate and celebrate. Inspired by Québec’s holiday season, the event 

took place on December 17. Surprise guests included Indigenous poet 

Joséphine Bacon and singer-songwriter Émile Bilodeau. The QGOB’s former 

head cook, Samuel Aubry-Gagnon, cooked the famous Lac-Saint-Jean 

tourtière. Nicolas Duvernois also presented his gins, which are now available 

in Belgium. 

 

The holiday gathering with guests including poet Joséphine Bacon and singer-songwriter Émile Bilodeau.  
– Benelux and Québec, December 2020  
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European Affairs 

Like many other governments, the Government of Québec intends to 

encourage a green economic recovery from the very real social, 

environmental, and economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The European Union has been part of this trend since adopting its 

European Green Deal; the past year has seen the adoption of multiple 

strategies and measures to move towards climate neutrality by 2050. 

Québec’s good carbon footprint and its strong research and innovation 

potential gave it the leadership it needed to make its voice heard by 

European decision-makers during activities arranged by the QGOB’s 

European and Multilateral Affairs Service. Here is a look back at some of 

the highlights of Québec’s relationships with European institutions. 

Meeting with European officials 

Québec continued to develop and maintain ties with high-level European 

officials, even as the pandemic brought new challenges. The European 

elections in May 2019 and the appointment of the European Commission’s 

new College of Commissioners in December 2019 were an opportunity for the 

Delegate General to meet with several new players in 2020–2021. He 

discussed the role of the QGOB and Québec’s positions on priority areas for 

the European Union such as green energy and the fight against climate 

change, research and innovation, and international trade. 

The Delegate General met with Pascal Canfin, MEP and Chairman of the 

European Parliament’s Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety; Vicente Hurtado Roa, Head of Unit in the European 

Commission’s Directorate-General for Taxation and Customs Union; and 

Matthias Jorgensen, Head of Unit in the Directorate-General for Trade. 

 

Virtual meeting with Pascal Canfin, MEP and Chairman of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety. 

– Brussels, March 2021  
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EU Green Week and European Week of Regions 
and Cities  

EU Green Week took place from October 19–22, 2020, coinciding with the 

European Week of Regions and Cities. The former is an opportunity to convey 

messages and raise public awareness about environmental issues. The 

European Union (EU) chose biodiversity as its theme to highlight its role in 

supporting and stimulating post-pandemic recovery. The QGOB attended 

several of the conferences held throughout the week, and launched a 

promotional campaign on social media to highlight Québec’s contributions and 

the way its environmental protection and biodiversity goals complement those 

of the EU.  

 

Québec’s contribution to the European 
Commission’s public consultation on the 
implementation of a carbon border adjustment 

mechanism 

Québec is following European developments with great interest to accelerate 

the green shift and the fight against climate change. The launch of the 

European Commission’s Green Deal in December 2019 marked a turning 

point and gave impetus to many of the initiatives unveiled in the months that 

followed. One such proposal that is of particular interest to Québec is the 

carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM), which is scheduled to come 

into effect in 2023. This mechanism is intended to ensure the fair treatment of 

European industries, which are subject to strict greenhouse gas emission 

standards, in the face of foreign competition. 

Since this mechanism will have to favour the least polluting producers and 

account for the possibility of carbon pricing in their home jurisdiction, Québec 

believes that its industries are setting an example by using clean and 

renewable energy. In addition, Québec’s cap-and-trade system, which has 

been in place since 2013, shows the province’s ambition when it comes to 

fighting climate change. The QGOB, in collaboration with the MRIF 

headquarters in Québec City and the Ministère de l’Environnement et de la 

Lutte contre les changements climatiques, contributed to a public consultation 

on the CBAM conducted by the European Commission. A detailed brief was 

submitted, highlighting the complementarity between Québec’s and Europe’s 
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efforts and proposing solutions to ensure that a fair and effective mechanism 

is implemented. 

Québec experts at the Arctic Futures Symposium 

In 2020, the 11th Arctic Futures Symposium was held virtually from 

November 30 to December 2. Even with the new format, enthusiasm was high, 

with over 700 people registering to attend one or more sessions—a record! 

The symposium brought together political leaders and representatives from 

Indigenous communities and the business and education sectors to discuss 

issues like climate change and biodiversity, the role of local communities in 

Arctic development, and geopolitical and international security concerns. 

Québec was represented by two recognized experts: Professor Philippe 

Archambault, Director of ArcticNet (Université Laval) and Ellen Avard, Director 

of the Nunavik Research Centre, took part in the discussions as moderator 

and speaker respectively. 

 

New traineeship at the European Union’s 
Committee of the Regions 

2020 marked the beginning of a new traineeship collaboration between 

Québec and the European Committee of the Regions (CoR). For the first time, 

a Québec graduate student was able to gain valuable work experience in 

European institutions by joining the CoR’s Secretariat General team for six 

months. The CoR is the voice of the regions and cities in the EU. It represents 

local and regional authorities in the EU and issues opinions on new legislation 

that affects regions and cities (70% of all EU legislation). While the traineeship 

was remote because of the pandemic, it was a successful first experience and 

will open the door to future collaborations.  
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EU Sustainable Energy Week: Québec joins an 
event on the green recovery of the aerospace 
sector 

The second Steering Committee of the Institute for Infrastructure, Environment 

and Innovation (IMIEU), which met virtually on June 16, 2020, aimed to 

discuss the airship sector’s contributions to the European Union’s Green Deal. 

The QGOB and Québec’s Ministère de l’Économie et de l’Innovation (MEI) 

have partnered on this flagship initiative to address future challenges in air 

transportation. Held during the EU Sustainable Energy Week, this event 

brought together European companies, universities, investors, and policy 

makers to discuss the state of the sector in Europe and North America. 

Québec’s Delegate General in Brussels was among the guests at this year’s 

event. In his address, he reiterated the importance of transatlantic aerospace 

collaboration, the strategic pivotal role of the QGOB in developing stronger 

economic ties, and the need to increase scientific collaboration on cleaner 

transportation technologies. 

In addition, Mathieu Ferland, Director of Transportation and Sustainable 

Mobility with the MEI, and Alain Aubertin, CEO of the Consortium for Research 

and Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec (CRIAQ), discussed the intersecting 

priorities and measures of the government and the aerospace industry for the 

economic recovery and growth of a strategic industry that has been particularly 

hard hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Sébastien Bougon, chairman and CEO 

of Flying Whales, presented his “lighter-than-air” transport project to the 

European participants. The Québec airship manufacturer has obtained 

approximately $30 million from 

the Québec government for the 

development phase of this 

transport method. 
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Participation of Université du Québec  
à Trois-Rivières’ Hydrogen Research Institute in  
an international European Commission seminar 

More than 3,000 participants attended the online conference where Pierre 

Bénard, a Québécois researcher and director of the Hydrogen Research 

Institute (IRH) at the Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières (UQTR), 

presented his research. Bénard was able to discuss the economic prospects 

with Québec, as European Union member states have put hydrogen at the top 

of their investment priorities for post-pandemic economic recovery. The 

seminar, entitled Soutien à l’économie de l’hydrogène à travers la coopération 

internationale [Supporting the Hydrogen Economy through International 

Cooperation] and held on June 25, 2020, was part of the European 

Commission’s conference series for EU Sustainable Energy Week. The 

application submitted by the QGOB (in partnership with Interreg Europe and 

IMIEU) for this showcase has borne fruit and boosted the visibility of Québec’s 

hydrogen industry in Europe.  

Pierre Bénard, director of the IRH, at the EU Sustainable Energy Week hydrogen conference.  
– June 2020  

 

Québec invited to the UnILiON European Scientific 
Network Conference 

As the Horizon Europe funding program promises increased collaboration in 

research and innovation, UnILiON (the Universities Informal Liaison Offices 

Network) invited Québec to present its research and innovation strengths. This 

grouping of 51 Brussels-based liaison offices represents some 150 

universities across Europe, the UK, Russia, and Japan. The director of the 

Office of International Relations and Recruitment at the UQTR, Sylvain Benoit, 

was the guest of honour. He gave an overview of the international relations 

with Europe and the thematic orientations most conducive to collaboration with 

our European counterparts. The research and innovation attaché, André 

Patrocínio, presented a portrait of the Québec research and innovation 

ecosystem as well as the provincial funding mechanisms (PSO-I) available to 

researchers for fruitful collaborations with Europe. 
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Scientific attaché André Patrocínio at the UnILiON conference. 
– Brussels, December 2020  

 

Establishment of the Circle of Research and 

Innovation Québec-Europe (CRIQUE) 

The past year saw the implementation of a large-scale project: a highly 

collaborative, transdisciplinary, and multi-sectoral professional network, 

oriented towards international cooperation and the sharing of scientific and 

technical knowledge between Québec and Europe. In particular, the European 

and Multilateral Affairs Service held numerous meetings with various partners 

in the European scientific ecosystem to create a new tool that would satisfy 

the mutual desire for closer scientific ties between Québec and Europe. No 

fewer than 18 members from European countries or jurisdictions have joined 

the network. The CRIQUE was officially inaugurated on May 25, 2021, in the 

presence of Sylvie Barcelo, Québec’s Deputy Minister of International 

Relations and La Francophonie. In addition to promoting scientific 

collaboration, the CRIQUE will support the internationalization of Québec 

companies and innovation organizations in Europe, which is all the more 

important given the need for a green economic recovery. 
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