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2016-2017 was a remarkable year in many respects for the Québec 
Government Office in Brussels (DGQB). In fact, after 45 years of 
being located in the European Quarter, the office moved into the 
municipality of Ixelles in May. Carlos Leitão, Québec Minister of 
Finance, attended the inauguration of our new offices on June 23 for 
Québec’s national holiday.

This year also marks the 50th anniversary of Québec’s Ministère 
des Relations Internationales and de la Francophonie, and the 
35th anniversary of the Wallonia-Brussels government office in 
Quebec City. Montreal, our burgeoning metropolis, celebrated the 
375th anniversary of its founding. The city of novelist and playwright 
Michel Tremblay was also a guest of honour at the Brussels Book Fair 
in March.

The year now ending was also a year of transition in terms of the 
relations between Québec and Europe. In fact, nearly 10 years after 
Québec first took steps to form a stronger economic partnership 
with Europe, the European Parliament approved the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (AECG/CETA) between Canada and 
the European Union on February 15. The DGQB had a front row seat 
to all of these negotiations, and will continue to be just as present 
in the coming years to help Québec businesses benefit from this 
agreement, which is slated for provisional implementation starting on 
September 21. I would also like to thank all DGQB staff members and 
our many associates in Québec for their work.

Although much of our attention was focused on CETA this year, we 
also worked to promote Québec’s interests in Benelux countries 
and European institutions in many other areas. This summary is 
not exhaustive, but is instead intended to provide an overview of 
our strategic activities. It covers the period from April 1, 2016 to 
March 31, 2017. Feel free to contact us for more information about our 
activities.

Happy reading!

Michel Audet

Québec Delegate General in Brussels

INTRODUCTION BY  
THE DELEGATE GENERAL
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GOVERNMENT  
PRIORITIES

The conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement between Canada 
and the European Union (CETA) is one of Québec’s major 
achievements abroad, just like our Francophonie activities 
and the signing of the UNESCO Convention on the Protection 
and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. It goes 
without saying that CETA was the top priority for the DGQB 
this year. 

Former Québec Premier Jean Charest was the first proponent of the idea 
of a trade agreement between Canada and the European Union (EU), which 
seemed like quite a gamble at first! Very early on in this initiative, the DGQB 
became a key part of the diplomatic process, in which cooperation between 
Québec, Canada and the EU reached unprecedented heights.

Although CETA is definitely a progressive agreement between two parties 
with some of the highest social and environmental standards in the world, 
it has often been poorly understood. For that reason, the DGQB increased 
the number of high-level meetings with elected officials, diplomats, 
representatives of European institutions, regions present in Brussels and the 
media, both in Belgium and its federated entities, as well as in the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg and elsewhere in Europe, in order to defend Québec’s interests 
in this initiative.

CETA

Premier Phillippe Couillard was present for the signing of CETA in Brussels. He was accompanied by former 
Premier Jean Charest (left) and former Premier and Chief Negotiator for Québec, Pierre Marc Johnson 
(right). – October 30, 2016

The signing of the agreement on October 30, 2016 was a major milestone in 
its coming into force. At the signing, we had the privilege of hosting Philippe 
Couillard, Premier of Québec, Jean Charest, former Premier of Québec, 
and Pierre Marc Johnson, former Premier of Québec and Chief Negotiator 
for Québec. All three showed a great deal of leadership in this initiative. In 
fact, during the signing ceremony, Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the 
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European Commission, and Justin Trudeau, Canada’s Prime Minister, both 
highlighted Québec’s contribution to the success of CETA.

Québec was also present on February 15 during the European Parliament’s 
historic vote in favour of CETA, the second and necessary step for the 
agreement to take provisional effect. Christine St-Pierre, Québec Minister 
of International Relations and La Francophonie, was actually in Strasbourg, 
along with Pierre Marc Johnson and Jean Charest. Prime Minister Trudeau 
also gave his first speech to European Parliament members on that occasion. 
François-Philippe Champagne, Canada’s new Minister of International Trade, 
was also in attendance. In Strasbourg, Minister St-Pierre met with Cecilia 
Malmström, European Commissioner for Trade, and Christian Leffler, Deputy 
Secretary General of the European External Action Service.

This mission by the Minister was preceded by a visit to Brussels in January for 
a large number of meetings with European Parliament members of various 
political stripes, including several heads of regional delegations to European 
institutions (Baden-Wurttemberg, Catalonia, the Basque Country, and 
several French, Belgian and British regions). We also took this opportunity 
to meet with the heads of post of Québec government offices in Europe 
(Paris, London, Munich, Rome, Barcelona, and Brussels). At this meeting, the 
strategy for assisting businesses that hope to take advantage of new business 
opportunities was reviewed. Indeed, Québec government offices in Europe 
will have to play a key role in that regard.

Christine St-Pierre, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie, was present in Strasbourg during 
the vote in favour of CETA by the European Parliament. Also in the photo: Michel Audet, Delegate General of 
Québec in Brussels, former Québec Premiers Jean Charest and Pierre Marc Johnson, Canadian Ambassador 
to Germany and special envoy to the European Union and Europe, Stéphane Dion, Canadian Prime Minister  
Justin Trudeau, Canadian Ambassador to the European Union, Dan Costello, and Canadian Minister of 
International Trade, François-Philippe Champagne. – February 15, 2017
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At the same time, the DGQB participated in many activities throughout the 
year aimed at laying the groundwork for the provisional implementation of 
the agreement, which should begin on September 21. Examples include the 
CETA seminar held by Brussels Invest & Export on March 30, 2017, where the 
Delegate General presented business opportunities in connection with the 
priorities of the Government of Québec to an audience of Belgian business 
professionals.

In the coming months, the DGQB will continue to promote the new prospects 
resulting from CETA’s coming into force for businesses on both sides of the 
Atlantic. It should be noted that our efforts are ongoing. In fact, we teamed 
up with the Mission of Canada to the EU at the European Business Summit to 
promote CETA’s benefits and inform businesses about them.  

Finally, due to the challenges in opening markets and promoting “new 
generation” international trade agreements, the Delegate General was 
asked to participate in a special Cabinet meeting in Québec along with Jean-
Claude Lauzon of the Québec Government Office in New York City, John 
Parisella and Raymond Chrétien. This meeting was part of the government’s 
effort to prepare an action plan for the modernization of NAFTA and the 
ratification of CETA.

Press conference during the vote in favour of CETA at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. From left to 
right: Michel Audet, Delegate General of Québec in Brussels, Bernd Lange, European Parliament member 
and Chair of the International Committee on Trade of the European Parliament, Christine St-Pierre, Minister 
of International Relations and La Francophonie, Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for Trade, Jean 
Charest, former Premier of Québec, Artis Pabriks, European Parliament member, Pierre Marc Johnson, 
former Premier of Québec and Chief Negotiator for Québec for CETA, and Marie-Anne Coninsx, Ambassador 
of the European Union to Canada. – February 15, 2017

Michel Audet, Delegate General, spoke at the CETA seminar held by Brussels Invest & Export. – March 30, 2017
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During a joint trade mission to Montreal, the port authorities of Montreal and 
Antwerp, Belgium renewed their cooperation agreement on April 12, 2016. 
The first agreement, which was signed in March 2013, gave rise to four trade 
missions to Montreal and to Antwerp, where numerous business relationships 
were established.

In March, it was Antwerp’s turn to host Montreal. This year, talks specifically 
concerned the concept of “smart harbours,” i.e. the use of digital 
technologies to improve operations. The parties also prepared a roadmap 
in line with the most innovative aspects of other northern European ports 
and discussed the strategy that should be adopted to take full advantage of 
CETA’s implementation.

It was also an opportunity to meet the new Chief Executive Officer of the 
Port of Antwerp, Jacques Vandermeiren, and visit the brand new Port House 
in Anvers, an internationally renowned architectural landmark in the city. 
In conjunction with this meeting, the DGQB participated in meetings with 
major players in the maritime transportation industry, such as Atlantic 
Container Line, CMA CGM, Cosco Shipping Lines, Hapag-Lloyd, FEDNAV, etc. 
Representatives of the agri-food industry, including Foodcare Plus, were also 
met.

Europe’s second port after Rotterdam, the Port of Antwerp is the main partner 
of the Port of Montreal. More than one out of five containers handled at the 
Port of Montreal are either from or going to the Port of Anvers.

MARITIME 
STRATEGY

The Montreal and Antwerp port authorities in front of the new Port House in 
Antwerp, including the CEO of the Port of Antwerp, Jacques Vandermeiren, 
among others. – March 2017

The Port of Montreal and the Port of Antwerp renew their cooperation 
agreement: Sylvie Vachon, President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Montreal Port Authority (MPA), and Luc Arnouts, Chief Commercial Officer and 
Board member of the Port of Antwerp. – April 12, 2016 (Photo: Port of Montreal)
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University cooperation  
in the maritime sector
Scholarships for Québec students

The DGQB took advantage of the visit by Montreal’s port authorities in Antwerp 
to hold a working meeting with the authorities of the Antwerp/Flanders 
Port Training Centre (APEC), which offers around twenty scholarships to 
Quebecers as part of cooperation between Québec and Flanders.

A meeting was also held with the new Rector of the University of Antwerp, 
Herman Van Goethem. The University of Antwerp offers two graduate 
scholarships to Québec students through its Centre for Maritime and Air 
Transport Management (CMAT).

Creating more links between researchers

The DGQB also hosted Ariane Plourde, Director of Rimouski’s institute of 
marine science (Institut des sciences de la mer de Rimouski - ISMER). She 
met with representatives from the AGQUAPOLE, an organization affiliated 
with the University of Liège. In Flanders, a leader in the maritime sector, 
Ms. Plourde met with several partners, including the VLIZ (Flanders Marine 
Institute).

Finally, a presentation for European institutions was given to the Blue 
Innovation Growth Working Group of the European Regions Research and 
Innovation Network (ERRIN).

To promote some of Québec’s main priorities, we also hosted France Lampron, 
Director of Transport Electrification at Hydro-Québec, at the Avere E-Mobility 
Conference in Amsterdam, where she very actively promoted Québec’s 
transportation electrification strategy. This event, one of the most important 
in the European sector, is designed to bring together scientists, business 
executives and politicians in the interest of transportation electrification and 
encourage expertise sharing between countries. Ms. Lampron also took the 
opportunity to invite all of the attending European actors to participate in the 
EVS29 (Electric Vehicle Symposium and Exhibition 29), the largest electric 
vehicle conference in the world, which was held in Montreal from June 19 
to 22, 2016.

Other government priorities that steered our actions in the territory included 
the fight against climate change and sustainable development. For instance, 
Delegate General Michel Audet gave a speech about Québec’s experience 
in setting up a carbon market to European, American and Chinese experts 
at one of the European Policy Centre’s activities. Then, once again on the 
topic of the carbon market, the DGQB participated as a panel member in 
the conference entitled “The role of cities and regions as drivers of global 
climate leadership in the post-Paris climate and energy governance.” This 
activity was held by the Heinrich Böll Foundation.

ENVIRONMENT, 
THE FIGHT 

AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE, AND 

TRANSPORTATION 
ELECTRICIFICATION
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In the same vein, Minister St-Pierre met with Marie-Christine Marghem, 
Belgian Minister of Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development, 
during her mission to Brussels in January 2017. Belgium, which has begun 
an energy transition process, is actually quite interested in Québec’s 
expertise in carbon markets, transportation electrification, and especially 
energy  efficiency.

RADICALIZATION 
PREVENTION

Québec and Belgium have worked closely together in the area of 
radicalization prevention in the last few years. The horrific shooting at the 
Islamic Cultural Centre of Quebec City on January 29, which took the lives of 
six of our fellow citizens, was a reminder that no territory is safe from cruelty, 
and that cooperation needs to continue in this area.

Last fall, Québec hosted a UNESCO conference on the Internet and 
radicalization, which was attended by Belgian and European stakeholders 
that work with Québec in this area. Hans Bonte, Burgomaster of Vilvorde, 
who works with the Centre for the Prevention of Radicalization leading to 
Violence (CPRLV) within the framework of the Québec-Flanders Standing 
Joint Committee, was present. Ismaël Saidi, author of the piece entitled 

Christine St-Pierre, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie, (left), with Marie-Christine 
Marghem, Belgian Minister of Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development. – January 2017

At the Marrakech Climate Conference, Premier Philippe Couillard met with Paul Magnette, Minister-President 
of Wallonia. – November 17, 2016
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Djihad, as well as Villano Qiriazi, Head of the Education Policy Division of 
the Council of Europe Education Department, was also present. Rachid 
Madrane, Minister of Youth Aid, Houses of Justice, Sports and Promotion of 
Brussels in the Federation Wallonia-Brussels, participated in the conference 
as well. Minister St-Pierre also met with him during her mission in January 
to discuss how to follow up Québec’s Call for Action. It is worth noting that 
Minister Madrane was at that very moment inaugurating a centre to assist 
and handle the cases of people concerned by violent radicalization (Centre 
d’aide et de prise en charge des personnes concernées par la radicalisation 
violente). This centre is the product of much discussion between Québec 
and francophone Belgium concerning the issue of radicalization, and it is 
largely inspired by the CPRLV. Finally, it should be noted that the issue of 
radicalization prevention is part of all joint institutional initiatives of the DGQB, 
including those with Wallonia-Brussels, Flanders and the Brussels-Capital 
Region.

Christine St-Pierre, Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie, met with Rachid Madrane, 
Minister of Youth Aid, Houses of Justice, Sports and Promotion of Brussels. – January 2017
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

CETA promotion and follow-up largely influenced the DGQB’s 
economic development activities during 2016-2017. Many 
high-level meetings took place to promote the benefits of 
the agreement to business leaders, managers and elected 
officials. Furthermore, chambers of commerce are important 
allies, which is why the DGQB works regularly with them. The 
economic affairs department team also focuses on assisting 
businesses and prospecting for investors.

Carlos Leitão, Québec Minister of Finance, passed through Amsterdam 
at the end of June 2016 as part of a tour of European financial markets. 
Meetings were held with investors and leaders of large companies to 
present the condition of Québec’s economy and public finance as well as 
the government’s economic development and public finance management 
strategy.

PUBLIC FINANCE 
AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

RELATIONS WITH 
CHAMBERS OF 

COMMERCE

One of the more noteworthy meetings this year was #Yes2Belgium (June 22, 
2016), which was attended by 11 Belgian chambers of commerce, including 
the Chamber of Commerce Canada-Belgium-Luxembourg (CanCham 
BeLux), and Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel. This event was held as a 
reminder of Belgium’s assets at a time when security concerns are affecting 
the Belgian economy. The DGQB, which works closely with CanCham BeLux, 
attended the meeting and arranged Bombardier’s participation in a panel 
discussion by prominent representatives from the business world.

Johanne Devin, Chair of the Québec City’s chamber of commerce and industry (CCIQ) Board of Directors, 
Michel Audet, Québec’s Delegate General in Brussels, Jean-Pierre Tanghe, Chair of CanCham BeLux, and 
Alain Aubut, President and Chief Executive Officer of the CCIQ. – November 22, 2016
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Quebec City’s chamber of commerce and industry (Chambre de commerce 
et d’industrie de Québec - CCIQ) and CanCham BeLux met at our offices in 
November 2016 to sign a letter of intent to cooperate. CCIQ was accompanied 
by four Québec companies that came to establish business relations with 
Belgian companies.

The DGQB now sits on the board of directors of the Netherlands-Canada 
Chamber of Commerce, as Stéphanie Robin, Economic Affairs Attaché at 
the DGQB, has been appointed to it. This will allow us to deepen economic 
relations with the territory, which is the fourth European market for Québec’s 
exports, after France, the United Kingdom and Germany. It should be noted 
that we have continued to be very active this year on the board of directors 
of CanCham BeLux.

In April of every year, Québec participates in the Seafood Expo Global, 
the largest seafood trade fair in the world, which annually attracts over 
1,700 exhibitors from 75 countries. Once again this year, the DGQB assisted 
several Québec businesses with their participation in the event, particularly 
GIMXPORT, an organization that provides key assistance in the export and 
commercialization of products from Gaspésie and the Magdalen Islands. 
Since Québec’s Maritime Strategy and CETA create business opportunities 
for this sector, especially with Benelux countries, the Delegate General 
took advantage of the regional tour of heads of post in Québec (June 6 
to 10, 2016) to meet with seafood producers from Gaspésie.

Meetings in the transportation and ICT (information and communications 
technologies) sectors were just some of the many business meetings that 
were held in a wide range of sectors, from the industrial sector to health 
technologies. In fact, transportation is a particularly active sector in Québec’s 
relations with Belgium and the Netherlands, thanks to Bombardier’s presence 
in these territories and the partnership agreements between the ports. As for 
the ICT sector, the DGQB had the privilege of hosting Serge Godin, Executive 
Chairman of the Board at CGI, along with a dozen senior executives from 
the largest Belgian companies. We have also maintained ongoing relations 
with numerous firms in the ICT sector, which are experiencing phenomenal 
success in our territory.

SECTOR  
ACTIVITIES AND 

MEETINGS

Michel Audet, Delegate General, in Gaspésie during the regional tour of heads of post. – June 2016



Summary of Strategic Activities 2016-2017 • 13

The DGQB’s economic affairs department team assisted nearly one hundred 
Québec businesses that hope to set up or do business in the Benelux region. 
Among other success stories, it helped Caprion Biosciences acquire the 
ImmuneHealth laboratory. Belgium, which is renowned for its flourishing 
biopharmaceutical sector, has a large number of business opportunities 
for Québec firms. The economic affairs department held a dozen trade 
missions or helped organize them (PLMA, Rehacare, Global Seafood, CCIQ 
entrepreneur mission, Québec numérique, KIKK Festival, VR Hackathon, 
Web à Liège, etc.) and supported several missions by Export Québec across 
Europe (Medica, Rehacare, SIAL, MWC, Gamescom, Biofach, Aluminium 
Düsseldorf, Farnborought, MRO Europe, etc.). It also organized nearly 
150 business-to-business (B2B) meetings, helped five businesses set up shop 
in the Benelux market and assisted with the signing of seven distribution 
agreements or contracts for Québec businesses.

BUSINESS 
ASSISTANCE

The Delegate General visits the Ghent office of Québec firm Lightspeed. – May 2016
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CULTURE AND IDENTITY

Québec cultural programming in the Benelux region is 
impressive in terms of both the range and the scale of the 
activities that are carried out year after year. The 2016-2017 
period was no exception, since we once again received several 
invitations to participate as a guest of honour in major cultural 
events like the Brussels Comic Strip Festival and the Brussels 
Book Fair. This year, the cultural department supported 
225 artists in the Benelux territory as well as 9 trips by cultural 
broadcasters, programmers and journalists.

Québec’s national holiday celebration in Brussels (June 2016) 

Québec’s national holiday celebration in Brussels draws around one thousand 
enthusiastic participants every year. At both the noon VIP reception and the 
more festive evening event, we not only celebrated Québec, but also put 
the spotlight on some successful partnerships, such as the Québec-Belgian 
music group formed for the occasion by Quebecer Violaine Filion and Belgian 
Mathias Bressan and the cooperation between three Québec microbrewers 
and Moeder Lambic, a famous bar in Brussels. We would like to sincerely 
thank the many sponsors who made this event possible.

CULTURAL  
EVENTS  

AND PUBLIC 
ACTIVITIES

Michel Audet, Delegate General, flanked by Marion Lemesre, Deputy Burgomaster in charge of economic 
affairs of the City of Brussels, and Philippe Close, Deputy Burgomaster in charge of finance, personnel and 
tourism, during Québec’s national holiday celebration in Brussels. – June 2017



Summary of Strategic Activities 2016-2017 • 15

Brussels Comic Strip Festival (September 2016) 

The DGQB team had the pleasure of hosting around forty Québec comic 
book artists and publishers at the 7th Brussels Comic Strip Festival, where 
Québec was a guest of honour. More than 90,000 visitors wandered the 
grounds of Royal Park for this three-day festival. Thousands of visitors in the 
crowd were treated to some thirty activities in Québec’s space: presentations, 
dedications, workshops, live drawing sessions, etc. More than 300 Québec 
comic books were available during the festival. The media coverage was 
outstanding, with approximately sixty articles and reports in addition to 
around fifteen blog or Web site posts. Given the importance of comic books 
and strips to Belgian culture and identity, this coverage brought a great 
deal of recognition to an industry that is booming in Québec. We also took 
advantage of the presence of the comic book artists in Belgium to showcase 
our artists in an improvisation match and draw attention to our presence at 
the first edition of the Usine à bulles in Liège the following weekend.

eat! BRUSSELS (September 2016) 

The eat! BRUSSELS festival drew 100,000 visitors to 
Brussels Park from September 8 to 11, 2016, up 30% 
from 2015. Québec had a highly visible spot right 
in the middle of the International Village, next to 
seven other cities or regions. Québec’s stand was 
run by La Petite Cabane à Sucre de Québec, which 
sold maple products, ice ciders and craft beers, 
among other items. Belgian chef Olivier De Laere 
concocted a menu based on Québec products that 
was offered during the four days of eat! BRUSSELS. 
The DGQB took this opportunity to hold a tasting 
event in the evening, which was attended by 
professionals from the world of gastronomy and 
expert journalists.

Québec authors and publishers at the Brussels Comic Strip Festival. – September 2016

Québec present at the eat! Brussels festival. – September 2016
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Christmas markets (winter 2016) 

Québec celebrated the end of the year in Liège 
as  a guest of honour of the Liège, Christmas City 
event, where it was featured at the Christmas 
Market and offered cultural activities – including a 
Lisa LeBlanc concert – and professional networking 
activities, including one in the agri-food sector 
with chef Martine Satre, who came specially from 
Québec to introduce Québec products to visitors. 
Over 2 million people came to Liège for the event. 
In Brussels, an interactive illuminated playground 
called Impulsion, which was created with support 
from the Quartier des spectacles in Montreal, lit 
up the Brussel Stock Exchange district during the 
festive Winter Wonders event.

Brussels Book Fair (March 2017) 

In honour of the 375th anniversary of Montreal, the 
DGQB’s cultural department suggested that the 
Brussels Book Fair feature the city at its 2017 event. 
In preparation for its featured role, the department 
negotiated 16 additional travel grants to increase 
the number of authors in attendance and funded a 
trip to Montreal by the Fair director and a journalist 
from Le Vif/L’Express weekly newspaper. In total, 
there were 35 authors (including Dany Laferrière, 
Kim Thúy and Larry Tremblay), 30 publishers, around 
twenty activities, about one hundred book signing 
sessions and 1,000 books by Québec authors. 
Around twenty radio and television interviews with 
Québec authors were broadcast. In addition to 
this honour, the Brussels Parliament also held a 
«Montreal» night hosted by Belgian author Vincent 
Engel.

At the same time, the DGQB assisted the City of 
Montreal in carrying out a multisector mission 
in Brussels. Led by Manon Gauthier, Executive 
Committee member in charge of culture, heritage, 
design, the Space for Life district and the status of 
women, the Montreal delegation met stakeholders 
in the fields of fashion, tourism, arts, etc. Its members 
also met with Rudi Vervoort, Minister-President of 
the Brussels-Capital Region, with which Québec 
enjoys outstanding relations.

Québec was featured at the Liège, Christmas City event. – December 2016

Montreal was featured at the Brussels Book Fair. – March 2017
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Artist residencies 

A new artist residency was created in our territory in the winter of 2017. 
In fact, Québec’s council for the arts (Conseil des arts et des lettres du 
Québec – CALQ) signed a partnership agreement with the Hainaut provincial 
art museum (Musée d’art de la Province de Hainaut – BPS22) for an artist 
exchange and workshop-residency program in visual arts. The Benelux 
region offers three other residencies for active artists: two writer residences 
at Passa Porta Bruxelles and one artist residency for comic books aimed at 
young people. In return, two writers from Wallonia-Brussels and a Flemish 
author completed residencies in Québec.

FRENCH AND 
IDENTITY 

Promoting French as a second language

July 2016 was highlighted in particular by a delegation of around sixty 
Québec teachers of French who came to attend the 14th World Congress 
of the International Federation of Teachers of French in Liège (Congrès 
mondial de la Fédération internationale des professeurs de français), 
which was attended by 1,600 French language teachers. The theme of the 
congress was the place and role of French in the cultural, social, intellectual, 
economic, and professional worlds of today and tomorrow (“La place et le 
rôle du français dans les mondes culturel, social, intellectuel, économique, 
professionnel d’aujourd’hui et de demain”). The International Association of 
Québec Studies (Association internationale des études québécoises) and 
Université Laval set up a stand at the congress that provided information 
about Québec studies and teaching material designed in Québec for learning 
French. The DGQB was also present at the National French Language 
Teachers Conference (Congrès national des professeurs de français) in the 
Netherlands in March 2017.

Conferences on identity 

Both Belgium and Québec have different languages and cultures that 
come into contact within their territories, and the academic world regularly 
contemplates this issue, such as in May 2016, at a symposium on how Belgian, 
Québec and Canadian elites have handled and experienced biculturalism 
from the 19th century to the present (“Les élites face au biculturalisme: les 
expériences belge, québécoise et canadienne du XIXe siècle à nos jours”), 
which was organized by the Université libre de Bruxelles and involved the 
DGQB. On the same note, Delegate General Michel Audet gave a speech 
in February 2017 on Québec identity at the Alliance française in Liège to an 
audience of nearly 200 people.

FRANCOPHONIE 
DIPLOMACY 

Groups of Francophone Ambassadors  

The DGQB maintains close ties to the Groups of Francophone Ambassadors 
in Belgium and the Netherlands. Meetings were held around the 
16th Francophonie Summit in Antananarivo in November 2016. In the fall, the 
Delegate General also gave a speech on Québec’s perspectives and global 
issues in the Francophonie (“La Francophonie: perspectives québécoises et 
enjeux globaux”) at the Grand Liège.
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On March 7 in The Hague, at the initiative of the Group of Francophone 
Ambassadors, the Delegate General joined several representatives of 
francophone embassies in participating in an activity concerned with the 
theme of digital Francophonie, which the International Organisation of La 
Francophonie (IOF) considers a priority as a driver of innovation and diversity.

International Francophonie Day  

To mark the celebrations of International Francophonie Day in March, the 
DGQB organized a concert on March 2 to celebrate the Francophonie 
in collaboration with the Embassy of Canada and the IOF Permanent 
Representative to the EU. At this event, we had the pleasure of welcoming 
two young winners of the Granby International Song Festival (Festival 
international de la chanson de Granby). Acadian Caroline Savoie, who wowed 
French audiences in her performances on The Voice in 2014, and Quebecer 
Émile Bilodeau, who plays guitar as well as he sings, were applauded by an 
audience of Francophonie representatives in Brussels.

The Québec Government Office in Brussels worked with the Embassy of Canada and the IOF to organize 
a concert at the W:Halll in Brussels in celebration of International Francophonie Day. From left to right: 
Deputy Burgomaster Caroline Persoons de Woluwe-Saint-Pierre, Québec’s Delegate General, Michel Audet, 
Canadian Ambassador to Belgium, Olivier Nicoloff, IOF representative to the European Union, Stéphane 
Lopez, and Canadian Minister of International Development and La Francophonie, Marie-Claude Bibeau. – 
March 2017
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EDUCATION AND MOBILITY  
OF YOUNG PEOPLE

The fall is always a good season for education fairs. Hundreds of people 
visited Québec’s stand at the education fair in Luxembourg to learn more 
about what kinds of educational opportunities are offered in Québec. 
Around one hundred students from the Université de Louvain also attended a 
presentation on studying in Québec. The turnout was just as good on the day 
dedicated to international funding at the Université catholique de Louvain.

The Delegate General welcomes the ambassadors of #Jeunesse375MTL who completed a mission to Brussels 
thanks to support from LOJIQ. – March 2017

PROMOTING 
EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES  
IN QUÉBEC  

YOUTH  
PROJECTS  

Young Montrealers had an opportunity to promote their city through the 
#Jeunesse375MTL project. Thanks to this initiative of Québec’s international 
youth office (Office jeunesse internationaux du Québec – LOJIQ), five young 
ambassadors from different boroughs of Montreal spent a week in Brussels 
to meet with local youth organizations and stakeholders in areas such as the 
rights of disabled individuals, radicalization prevention, political involvement 
and much more. Then, youth from Brussels were received in Montreal in May 
2017 for the 375th Youth Summit.

The DGQB has long been associated with the Concours Olyfran (Flemish 
Olympic Games in French) to promote the learning of French in Flemish 
territory. It participates in the jury and contributes gifts for the winners.

Several young Quebecers have contributed to the DGQB’s work in the 
territory thanks to assistance from LOJIQ. Two such examples were interns 
Louis Dugal and Francis Roy, who joined our team during the Grands 
rendez-vous Québec/Wallonia-Brussels. Likewise, five LOJIQ participants 
took part in the Grands rendez-vous Québec/Wallonia-Brussels.
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SCIENCE, INNOVATION  
AND RESEARCH
Since research and innovation are two priorities of the Government of 
Québec, the DGQB strives to stimulate relations between universities on both 
sides of the Atlantic. Several meetings were held for that purpose throughout 
the year. The Delegate General met with all the rectors of francophone 
Belgian universities (Université libre de Bruxelles, Namur, Liège, Mons, 
Louvain-la-Neuve and Saint-Louis). These meetings helped forge progress 
in setting up a large-scale bilateral research program between francophone 
Belgium and Québec.

Furthermore, the authorities of the Université libre de Bruxelles, the Université 
de Genève and the Université de Montréal renewed the G3 agreement of 
the Francophonie in our offices. This agreement fosters close cooperation in 
the areas of education, teaching and research.

After several months of intense discussion, Québec’s research fund (Fonds 
de recherche du Québec – FRQ) and the Fund for Scientific Research 
(Fonds de la recherche scientifique – FNRS) of the French Community of 
Belgium signed a cooperation agreement in June 2016 that aims to promote 
scientific and technological cooperation between researchers in Québec 
and the French Community of Belgium. Under the five-year cooperation 
agreement, support will be provided for the organization of scientific and 
technological meetings, workshops and seminars. An initial joint call for 
projects was launched in September 2016. Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist of 
Québec, was in Belgium for the occasion and to participate, as a member of 
the programming committee, in the International Conference on Science 
Advice to Government.

Furthermore, as part of the agreement between the FRQ and the Flemish 
research fund (Fonds Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek – FWO), a second call for 
projects was launched in March 2017. The deadline for applicant submissions 
was in mid-May 2017. The selected projects will be revealed in December.

UNIVERSITY 
RELATIONS 

BILATERAL 
RESEARCH 

PROGRAMS 

Pascale Delcomminette, Chief Executive Officer of Wallonia-Brussels International, Michel Audet, Québec’s 
Delegate General in Brussels, Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist of Québec, Véronique Halloin, Secretary General 
of the F.R.S.-FNRS, and Albert Corhay, President of the F.R.S.-FNRS and Rector of the University of Liège. 
– September 2016



Summary of Strategic Activities 2016-2017 • 21

On March 16 and 17, the DGQB participated in the second seminar on 
the internationalization of francophone institutions of higher learning. 
Organized by the francophone Belgian academy of research and higher 
learning (Académie de recherche et d’enseignement supérieur – ARES) 
in collaboration with the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), this 
seminar followed up on the first meeting in Montreal in February 2016. Given 
that the international university context is largely dominated by English, it is 
in the interest of francophone institutions of higher learning to strengthen 
their cooperation in view of internationalizing the educational opportunities 
they offer, and that was the purpose of this seminar. Representatives from 
several Québec and francophone Belgian universities as well as CEGEPs 
were in Brussels for the occasion. The Delegate General led a discussion on 
Québec-Wallonia-Brussels bilateral cooperation tools.

SEMINAR ON THE 
INTERNATION- 
ALIZATION OF  
INSTITUTIONS  

OF HIGHER  
LEARNING  

(ARES) 

COOPERATION 
WITH THE 

EUROPEAN  
UNION 

Second seminar on the internationalization of francophone institutions of higher learning. – March 2017

Through various platforms, the DGQB ensured that scientific expertise and 
innovation in Québec was at the core of its discussions with the EU. The DGQB 
participated in the European Innovation Summit, which is held every year in 
the European Parliament. As for the European Commission, dialogue with 
the DGQB improves every year. Chief Scientist Rémi Quirion’s mission in the 
fall of 2016 was an opportunity for productive discussions with the cabinet of 
European commissioner Carlos Moedas, who is responsible for research and 
innovation. We also maintain excellent dialogue with our other associates 
at the DG Research and Innovation, specifically with the team in charge of 
relations with Canada. Over the year, we made efforts, together with our 
colleagues at the Ministère de l’Économie, de la Science et de l’Innovation 
and the FRQ, to predetermine potential projects for cooperation between 
Québec experts and experts in the 28 member states of the EU, particularly 
through the Horizon 2020 research program.
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The DGQB also participated in the “Science & Policy Making: Towards a 
New Dialogue” conference held by the European Commission, which was 
attended by chief scientists from around the world. Excellent opportunities 
for cooperation were also raised during the meeting of the Canada-EU Joint 
Scientific and Technology Cooperation Committee in April 2016, which the 
DGQB attended. The impressive array of joint projects has been reviewed. 
In addition, Québec’s expertise was promoted and future opportunities 
for cooperation were explored in meetings with representatives of the 
EUREKA network.  

REGIONAL 
COOPERATION 

THROUGH ERRIN 

European regions are special partners, which is why the DGQB has made 
efforts to further the cooperation agreement between the FRQ and 
the European Regions Research and Innovation Network (ERRIN). This 
agreement makes it possible to more effectively connect potential partners 
on both sides of the Atlantic and promote the research projects that Québec 
experts and institutes can join. Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist of Québec, met 
with the management of ERRIN to set the annual priorities and organize a 
mission to Québec. At the same time, other instances of cooperation took 
place throughout the year with various European regions.  

COOPERATION
The f irst  Grands rendez-vous Québec/
Wallonia-Brussels event was held in Namur from 
November 2 to 5, 2016 under the theme of digital 
creativity. For four days, Québec and Belgian project 
sponsors had a chance to meet with potential 
partners and attend presentations by organizations 
and businesses from both territories that are active 
in the digital sector. Participants were also able 
to take advantage of the proximity to the KIKK, an 
international festival celebrating creativity in the 
digital world. In addition, five LOJIQ-supported 
participants took part in the Grands rendez-vous 
activities. The success of this first edition truly reflects 
the mature relations that Wallonia and the French 
Community of Belgium enjoy with Québec, and the 
new and continuously emerging opportunities for 
cooperation.

On May 25, 2016, the mid-term meeting of 
the Québec/Wallonia-Brussels Standing Joint 
Committee confirmed the success of bilateral 
relations. Out of the 58 projects accepted by 

The Premier met with Flemish Minister-President Geert Bourgeois 
during his CETA signing mission in Brussels. – October 2016
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Québec, 49 were carried out. This high success and efficiency rate reflects 
the interest of the operators of Québec/Wallonia-Brussels cooperation and 
the significance of this cooperation.

As for Flanders, the 14th Québec-Flanders Standing Joint Committee is well 
established, as confirmed by the review of the mid-term meeting conducted 
on December 7, 2016. As a reminder, 15 projects have been selected for 
the 2016-2018 biennium in priority areas such as health, the environment, 
culture, radicalization prevention, and maritime affairs.

The Premier met with the Minister-President of the Federation Wallonia-Brussels, Rudy Demotte, during his 
CETA signing mission in Brussels. – October 2016

The first Grands rendez-vous Québec/Wallonia-Brussels event in Namur. – November 2016
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CLOSING REMARKS

From the signing of CETA and its imminent implementation to invitations as 
a guest of honour at prestigious events and the launch of new cooperation 
programs, 2016-2017 was definitely a year of great achievements.

The dynamism of Québec’s relations with the Benelux region and European 
institutions will only grow in intensity and visibility now that Québec’s new 
international policy has just been launched. In fact, after announcing in 
March 2017 a budget of $100 million over 5 years to support its international 
activities, a few weeks later, the Government of Québec unveiled the thrusts 
of its policy, which include promoting Québec internationally and furthering 
its trade, cultural, economic, political and social development. These 
new measures will help strengthen the capacity of Québec’s network of 
representative offices against the backdrop of the new U.S. administration’s 
priorities and the coming into force of CETA. Accordingly, the DGQB prepared 
a 2017-2018 action plan in line with the main thrusts of this new policy to 
make Quebecers more prosperous, contribute to a more sustainable secure 
and just world, and promote Québec’s creativity, culture, knowledge and 
specificity.

In short, the DGQB team, in partnership with its colleagues at the Ministère 
des Relations Internationales et de la Francophonie du Québec and other 
government departments, is proud to present this review, which shows that 
our diplomacy makes a direct contribution to Québec’s prosperity and the 
promotion of its identity.
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HIGHLIGHTS

A FEW  
FIGURES

All of the DGQB’s activities have helped to promote the priorities of 
the Government of Québec, increase the sharing of scientific and 
entrepreneurial expertise, showcase Québec culture and improve the 
mobility of young  people. 

34

20

347 5 000

106

207

HIGH-LEVEL ACTIVITIES, 
WHICH THE DGQB 
EITHER ORGANIZED  
OR PARTICIPATED IN

PROSPECTION AND 
COMMUNICATION 
ACTIVITIES RELATED  
TO CULTURE

QUEBECERS IN 
WALLONIA-BRUSSELS 
THANKS TO THE 
QUEBEC-WALLONIA-
BRUSSELS YOUTH 
OFFICE (OFFICE 
QUÉBEC WALLONIE 
BRUXELLES POUR LA 
JEUNESSE)

TWITTER AND 
FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOLLOWERS

BUSINESSES ASSISTED 
AND 136 BUSINESS 
MEETINGS HELD

YOUNG PEOPLE 
FROM WALLONIA 
OR BRUSSELS IN 
QUÉBEC THANKS TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
YOUTH OFFICE (BUREAU 
INTERNATIONAL 
JEUNESSE)

11
VISITS TO QUÉBEC 
BY POLITICAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE BENELUX 
COUNTRIES AND  
THE EU

33
POLITICAL, TRADE  
OR OTHER MISSIONS  
TO BENELUX COUNTRIES 
AND THE EU

225
ARTISTS ASSISTED




