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The participants in the youth workshop, organised within the context of the 2nd 
Conference of the Heads of Government of the Partner Regions held in Québec 
City on December 8, 2004, discussed the following two themes: 
 

1- Youth participation in all sectors of economic activity 
2- The youth as active and responsible citizens 

 
 
1. Youth participation in all sectors of economic activity 
With reference to the first theme discussed, the participants agree upon the 
importance of assuring: 
 

 Access to education for all; 
 Equal opportunities for both sexes; 
 Participation of youth at risk; 
 Eradication of social problems such as school dropout, delinquency, 

poverty, discrimination, suicide, integration of immigrants, crime and 
HIV/AIDS; 

 Involvement of all socio-economic players such as local, regional and 
national governments, private sector, academic and community 
institutions as well as the family; 

 Development of youth entrepreneurship; 
 Safety and security of youth; 
 Opening up the youth to the world; 
 Internet access for all youth. 

 
 
On the issue of employment, the participants recommend the governments of 
partner regions to implement measures that are concrete and adapted to the 
realities of the different nations in order to promote the access for youth to the job 
market. More specifically, the participants propose the following to the heads of 
government: 
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 Particularly target youth at risk so that they participate in the economic 

development of their societies; 
 

 Allow access to studies and courses leading to qualification for all youth, 
taking into consideration the needs for economic development and 
allowing the acquisition of competencies relevant to the job market; 

 
 Promote non-traditional careers among young women; 

 
 Ensure the dissemination of information, particularly on the Internet, 

regarding the best practical experience for employment in the partner 
regions; 

 
 Strengthen ties between the youth of partner regions by pursuing the 

“Youth and Media” project; 
 

 Promote social responsibility of the corporate sector and increase public-
private partnerships in the fields of education and employment for the 
youth; 

 
 Encourage youth entrepreneurship through concrete measures such as 

mentorship, tutoring, the promotion of entrepreneurial values, co-operative 
programmes for students and business start-up assistance; 

 
 Support youth mobility between our regions by creating an exchange 

programme meant for individuals and groups alike, thus enabling young 
people to do summer jobs, internships or volunteer work in any of the 
partner regions. 

 
 
2. The youth as active and responsible citizens  
With reference to the second theme discussed, the participants agree upon the 
importance of: 
 

 Increasing civic commitment among the youth; 
 Promoting and recognizing this commitment; 
 Ensuring a strong youth voter turnout and greater political involvement. 

 
On the issue of civic participation, the participants recommend the governments 
of partner regions to implement measures that are concrete and adapted to the 
realities of the different nations in order to encourage the youth to become active 
and responsible citizens. More specifically, the participants propose the following 
to the heads of government:  
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 Enhance the participation of the youth by informing them about the 
organizations and places where they can commit themselves, particularly 
through the dissemination of information on the Internet; 

 
 Recognize the commitment of youths by granting them academic credits; 

 
 Ensure youth participation in decision-making on matters that concern 

them; 
 

 Organize a youth meeting before each conference of the partner regions 
is held and ensure that the youth are consulted for deciding on the choice 
of themes; 

 
 Organize a conference on the promotion of youth development in the 

partner regions revolving around the theme of, “strengthening of 
democracy”. 

 
 
The youth workshop participants hereby make a commitment to their respective 
heads of government that they will get involved and play an active role in the 
development to their respective societies.  
 
They also undertake to contribute to the success of the rallying of the partner 
regions through various initiatives. Special mention should be made of the 
invitation from Shandong participants to hold a youth meeting in their region and 
that of Upper Austria to participate in the international youth soccer tournament in 
July 2005.     
 
 
BAVARIA 
Lisa von Eichorn 
Laura Holupirek 
Alois Maichel 
Henning Schulze 
 
WESTERN CAPE 
Grant Fredericks 
 
UPPER-AUSTRIA 
Daniela Bichler 
Christian Zöpfl 
 
QUEBEC 
Sophie Paquet 
Gino Reeves 
Maxime Vollant 
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SHANDONG 
Zhang Guangfeng 
Dong Peng 
Ma Xiaolin  
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